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Vlilupa  is  the  brand  leader  in  infant  savouries  with  over  50% 
market  share  in  chemists*  We  maintain  our  No.  1  position 
:ecause  we  always  keep  abreast  of  consumer  needs.  That's 
why  we're  now  responding  to  the  growing  demand  for  savoury 
oods  by  launching  our  first  Infant  Meat  Dinners. 

There  are  two  beef  and  two  chicken  dinners  available, 
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savoury  Farmhouse  Beef  and  tempting  Braised  Steak,  delicate 
Country  Chicken  and  satisfying  Golden  Chicken.  And  as  you'd 
expect  from  Milupa,  they're  all  delicious  because  they  contain 
only  top  quality  ingredients. 

We're  promoting  the  launch  extensively  in  the  consumer 
and  paramedic  press  with  new  advertising  based  on  our 
successful  little  Experts'  campaign.  We're  also  distributing 
over  a  million  free  samples  to  generate  trial.  And  to  maximise 
your  sales  and  profits  we've  produced  eye-catching  point-of- 
sale  material. 

So  order  your  stocks  of  all  4  varieties  now.  After  all,  it's  a 
perfect  opportunity  to  put  more  meat  on  the  bones  nf  vour 
babyfood  sales. 


milupa 

Milupo  bobyfoods.  The  one 
taste  little  experts  agree  on. 


ee your  representative  or  ring  our  Sales  Department  on  01-573  9966  Milupa  Ltd..  Milupa  House,  Uxbndge Road,  Hillingdon.Uxbridge.MiddlesexUBlO  ONE 
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Wouldn't  you? 


Imagine  you're  a  customer.  You 
need  some  skin  cream.  You're 
concerned  about  keeping  yourself, 
and  the  environment,  healthy. 
You're  inclined  towards  buying  a 
natural 

homoeopathic  ggg 
product. 


On  top  of  this  you've  noticed  all 
the  press  and  TV  coverage  on  the 
homoeopathic  brand  leader, 
Nelson's.  And  you've  been 
impressed  by  the  continual 
presence  of  their  powerful  new 
advertising. 

As  you  enter  the  pharmacy  you  see 
the  enormous  range  of  Nelson's 
products  on  display. 
You  see  their  latest  products,  newly 
designed  packaging,  and  Oil  of 
Evening  Primrose.  You  like  what 
you  see,  you  like  what  you 
Hj      know;  and  you  like  the  price. 

pjl      What  would  you  choose? 


Nelson's  Oil  of  Evening  Primrose  is 
available  now.  For  further 
information  call  01-946  8527  or  speak 
to  your  Nelson's  representative. 

There  is  a  45%  margin  on 
Nelson's  Oil  of  Evening  Primrose. 
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I  f  we  do  not  get  it  right  this  year  the  pattern  will  be  set  for 
I  the  rest  of  the  decade,  according  to  PSNC  financial 
I  executive  Mike  Brining.  He  is  referring,  of  course,  to 
the  current  round  of  pay  talks  with  the  Department  of 
Health.  PSNC  has  quite  rightly  rejected  the  Department's 
initial  offer  to  community  pharmacists  in  England  and  Wales 
of  £536. 617m,  which  even  in  the  most  favourable  light 
amounts  to  a  mere  3.6  per  cent  increase,  not  even 
matching  the  rate  of  inflation!  With  the  Government  only 
last  week  offering  GPs  an  average  increase  of  11.5  per 
cent,  nurses  9.6  per  cent  and  the  professions  allied  to 
medicine  10.1  per  cent,  the  offer  is  totally  unrealistic.  In 
time  honoured  fashion  the  Department  says  negotiations 
are  still  underway.  C&D  understands  there  is  still  "some 
flexibility' '  in  the  Department's  position:  this  being  the  case 
PSNC  must  hold  out  for  at  least  a  reasonable  offer. 

With  the  PSNC  dinner  around  the  corner,  chairman 
David  Sharpe  should  be  able  to  make  this  point  with 
maximum  political  impact.  Last  year,  with  lump  sum  back 
payments  artificially  inflating  the  amount  paid  to 
contractors,  it  might  have  been  difficult  to  explain  to  the 
uninitiated  the  damaging  effects  of  the  abolition  of  the  cost- 


plus  contract.  This  year  the  issue  is  clear  cut.  The  award 
made  to  pharmacy  contractors  is  a  gross  sum.  Unlike  other 
parties,  who  receive  staff  and  premises  allowances, 
pharmacy  remuneration  has  to  cover  rapidly  escalating 
overhead  costs.  PSNC  estimates  that  wage  costs  —  75  per 
cent  of  which  are  attributable  to  pharmacists  —  are  likely  to 
increase  "significantly  faster"  than  average  earnings.  Shop 
rentals,  too,  are  rising  faster  than  the  overall  inflation  rate 
—  PSNC  say  15  per  cent  —  and  the  uniform  business  rate 
will  force  shop  rates  up  by  an  average  18  per  cent 
nationally.  To  offer  a  below  inflation  increase  might  not  only 
cut  pharmacy  numbers  as  the  DoH  still  appears  to  want, 
but  it  might  push  them  into  irreversible  decline. 

In  the  past,  with  pharmacy  contracts  easily  available, 
the  number  of  premises  adjusted  relatively  rapidly  to  the 
prevailing  economic  situation.  With  limitation  of  contract  in 
place,  while  numbers  can  easily  fall,  they  will  be  a  lot  more 
difficult  to  build  up.  If  the  Department  really  is  playing  the 
numbers  game  it  wants  to  be  careful  not  to  shoot  itself  in 
the  foot,  or  there  will  not  be  enough  of  those  High  Street 
health  care  centres  it  pays  such  lip  service  to  —  but  at  the 
moment  little  else! 
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PSNC  rejects  3.6pc  pay 
offer  from  DoH 


The  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  has 
rejected  a  1990-91  pay  package 
from  the  Department  of  Health 
which  it  claims  at  best  would  only 
mean  a  3.6  per  cent  increase  for 
contractor  pharmacists.  PSNC 
has  told  the  Department  that  the 
offer  is  ' '  totally  unacceptable ' '  and 
would  be  rejected  by  the  LPC 
conference  on  February  19. 

The  Department's  offer, 
which  amounts  to  £518. 617m  for 
core  services  (fees  and  on-cost), 
and  £18m  for  other  services  (to 
total  £536. 617m)  is  well  below  the 
£602. 71 7m  claim  made  by  PSNC 
before  Christmas  (C&D 
December  2).  A  summary  of  the 
offer  this  week  has  been  sent  to 
LPCs  and  delegates  attending  the 
conference. 


figure  to  which  future  increases 
will  be  applied,"  says  PSNC. 

"In  formulating  its  offer  the 
Department  has  adopted  a  lower 
base  figure  of  £498. 67m  and 
applied  a  4  per  cent  increase  to 
arrive  at  £518. 617m."  (The  DoH 
base  figure  does  not  include  the 
£24. 5m  deferred  fees  payment 
made  to  contractors  on  May  1, 


The  Department's  offer 
represents  a  reduction  in 
remuneration  of  3.5  per  cent  on 
1989-90  payments  of  £556.698m, 
says  PSNC ,  and  even  if  last  year '  s 
figure  was  reduced  to  £517. 698m 
by  the  exclusion  of  £39m  deferred 
fees,  the  offer  represents  an 
increase  of  only  3.6  percent. 

However,  the  Department  has 


Summary  of  offer 

1989-90 

1990-91 

payments 

claim 

offer 

£m 

£m 

£m 

Core  services 

—  fees,  on-cost 

498.67 

Deferred  fees 

39.00 

537.67 

602.717 

518.617 

Other  services 

19.028 

(20.912) 

18.00 

Total 

556.698 

(623.629) 

536.617 

Core  services 

PSNC  claim 

DoH  offer 

£m 

£m 

1989-90  core 

service  payment 

537.67 

498.67 

1990-91  price 

indexation  9.9% 

53.229 
590.899 

19.947 

1990-91  volume 

indexation  2% 

11.818 

Total 

602.717 

518.617 

PSNC's  1989-90  base  figure  of 
£537. 67m  includes  the  deferred 
fee  payment  of  £39m  made  on 
September  1.  "As  this  payment 
represents  amounts  previously 
agreed  to  be  due  to  contractors 
there  is  no  justification  for  its 
arbitrary  removal  from  the  base 


1989,  from  underpayments  the 
previous  year). 

PSNC  has  lodged  individual 
claims  for  payments  for  other 
services  (below)  amounting  to 
£20. 912m  (up  9.9  per  cent  on  last 
year).  The  DoH  has  offered  a 
lump  sum  payment  of  £18m. 


bowed  to  PSNC  pressure  for  a 
year  end  review,  having  originally 
rejected  the  proposal.  The  latest 
Department  proposal  is  to  make 
adjustments  only  when  the  over 
or  underpayment  exceeds  ±5  per 
cent  of  the  negotiated  sum  for 
core  services.  This  could  work  for 
or  against  contractors  depending 
how  accurate  estimates  of 
prescription  numbers  and  drugs 
costs  are. 

Formal  talks  on  the  outcome  of 
the  discount  inquiry  are  due  to 
commence  at  the  next  full 
negotiating  meeting  between  the 
two  sides.  The  gross  discount 
percentage,  to  be  reduced  by 
various  offsetting  costs,  is  under 
discussion  at  officer  level.  PSNC 
still  believes  a  proportion  of 
discount  savings  should  be 


'And  we're  supposed  to  be  the  blue-eyed  boys!' 


retained  as  an  incentive  to 
economical  buying. 

The  Department  has  offered  a 
joint  working  party  to  consider  the 
future  development  of  the 
pharmacists'  role  within  the  NHS, 
but  no  new  money  is  offered  for 
the  performance  of  any  extended 
role.  "This  offer  does  not 
overcome  the  hurdle  of  the 
restrictive  definition  of  NHS 
pharmaceutical  services  under 
current  legislation,"  says  PSNC. 

"The  statutory  authority  for 
making  of  extended  role  payments 
can  only  be  obtained  by  amending 
the  primary  legislation  by  an  Act  of 
Parliament  —  a  solution  which  has 
recently  been  rejected  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  a  letter  to  the 
president  of  the  Royal 
Pharmaceutical  Society,"  it  adds. 

PSNC  points  out  in  its  claim  to 
the  Department  that  the 
remuneration  level  has  a  clear  but 
indirect  impact  on  recruitment, 
retention  and  motivation  of 
community  pharmacists  (DoH 
criteria  for  developing  community 
services).  Pharmacists  will  be 
affected  by  net  profits  after 
accounting  for  running  expenses, 
rather  than  the  gross  amount  of 
remuneration. 

PSNC  insists  that  the 
Department  should  consider  the 
level  of  inflation  which  has  to  be 
borne  by  business,  principally 
over-heads  costs  (wages,  rent, 
rates)  and  volume  of  prescriptions 
dispensed. 

PSNC  calculates  wage  costs 
will  rise  by  10  per  cent  in  the  next 
year,  rents  will  go  up  by  15  per 
cent  and  shop  rates  by  18  per 
cent.  Script  volumes  are 
calculated  to  rise  by  2  per  cent. 
The  increase  in  general  business 
expenses  is  put  at  7.5  per  cent. 


Millar  'not 
unhappy7  with 
Scottish  talks 

It  seems  no  news  is  good  news  in 
Scotland  where  PGC  chairman 
Graeme  Millar  declares  he  is  '  'not 
unhappy"  with  the  way  the 
remuneration  talks  are  going. 

'  'Although  it  appears  there  has 
been  little  activity,  we  have 
chosen  for  our  own  reasons  to 
conduct  the  negotiations  in 
private,"  Mr  Millar  told  C&D. 
"We  are  trying  to  lay  down 
markers  for  the  future  and  there  is 
a  lot  of  hard  negotiating  going  on  at 
the  moment,"  he  said. 

He  hopes  to  be  close  to  a  '  'final 
offer"  by  the  time  the  Standing 
Committee  meets  later  this  week, 
with  the  full  Council  in  a  position  to 
decide  how  the  money  is 
distributed  at  its  meeting  on 
February  28. 
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Cardiff  bid  for  sport  drug  abuse  role 


Script  costs 
and  numbers 
still  rising 

Pharmacists,  appliance 
contractors  and  drug  stores  in 
England  dispensed  343,617,706 
National  Health  Service 
prescriptions  in  the  12  months 
from  April  1,  1988  to  March  31, 
1989  worth  a  total  of 
£2,069,763,775  (average  cost 
each  of  £6.023)  according  to  the 
Prescription  Authority's  report 
for  the  same  period  published  last 
week. 

Ten  years  ago  in  1979-80 
pharmacists,  appliance 
contractors  and  drug  stores 
dispensed  303,408,427 
prescriptions  worth  £770,542,576 
(£2.54  average  each). 
Prescriptions  from  pharmacists 
sent  to  the  PPA  for  pricing  and 
payment  represent  almost  92  per 
cent  of  all  those  submitted  in 
England.  Almost  7  per  cent  are 
presented  by  England's  3,600 
dispensing  doctors  —  a  total  of 
24,564,231  prescriptions  in  the  12 
months  to  March  31,  1989  worth 
i£158,924,214  (£6.47  average 
(each).  The  number  of 
(prescriptions  dispensed  by 
doctors  in  England  has  increased 
at  a  greater  rate  over  the  last  ten 
years  than  the  number  dispensed 
by  pharmacists.  In  1979-80 
dispensing  doctors  accounted  for 
18,209,122  prescriptions  sent  to 
the  PPA  which  were  then  worth  a 
total  of  £50,703,233  (£2.784 
average  each). 

The  total  cost  of  the  oxygen 
concentrator  service  has  risen  by 
Imore  than  ten  times  its  1985-86 
figure  of  £369,044  to  £4,443,516 
in  1988-89.  The  total  cost  of  the 
oxygen  therapy  service  provided 
by  pharmacists  was  £11,780,687 
in  1988-89,  up  from  £3,705,893  in 
1979-80.  Dispensing  doctors  who 
provide  oxygen  therapy  services 
accounted  for  a  total  cost  of 
£48,290  in  1988-89  (£31,507  in 
1983-84). 

There  continue  to  be  marked 
regional  differences  in  the 
numbers  and  cost  of  prescriptions 
dispensed  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  In  the  North  Western 
region  of  England  the  average 
number  of  prescriptions 
dispensed  per  patient  in  1988-89 
was  8.81  compared  with  5.68  in 
North  West  Thames.  The 
average  cost  of  prescriptions  per 
Datient  was  also  highest  in  the 
^orth  Western  region  at  £50.34 
ffld  lowest  in  North  West  Thames 
it  £36.03.  However,  the  highest 
iverage  cost  per  prescription  was 
bund  in  Oxford  region  at  £6.52 
Hid  the  lowest  in  Mersey  at 
15.70.  That  compares  with  a 
lational  average  for  England  of 
26.02. 


A  leading  Welsh  pharmacist  is 
calling  for  Cardiff  to  be  recognised 
as  a  major  analytical  centre  in  a 
programme  to  combat  drug  abuse 
by  athletes  in  Wales  and  beyond. 

The  head  of  the  Welsh  School 
of  Pharmacy,  Professor  Paul 
Spencer,  has  been  campaigning 
for  five  years  for  his  department  to 
be  accredited  as  a  satellite  of  the 
main  drugs  testing  centre  at 
Chelsea,  London. 

"In  the  light  of  the  recent 
discoveries  about  some  Welsh 
weightlifters  it  is  unavoidable  that 
more  routine  testing  of  athletes 
between  competitions  must  be 
carried  out,"  says  Professor 
Spencer.  "This  is  particularly 
important  for  drugs  such  as  the 
steroids.  Recent  delays  in  getting 


The  Boots  challenge  to  residential 
home  business  has  been  met  head 
on  in  North  Lancashire  where 
pharmacists  have  joined  up  to 
offer  controlled  dosage  systems  to 
their  customers. 

The  partnership  eventually 
plans  a  centralised  packing  service 
providing  Surgichem's  Nomad 
system  to  homes,  initially  in 
Morecambe  and  Lancaster. 
Three  pharmacists  are  involved  at 
the  moment,  but  more  are 
welcome  to  join. 

Jo  Anne  Butler  told  C&D  how 
the  idea  occurred.  "When  the 
Boots  approach  became  known  I, 
together  with  Ron  Holmes  and 
Brian  Threlfall  approached 
Norman  Niven  of  Surgichem  to 
find  a  way  of  heading  them  off. ' ' 

Social  services  homes  were 
then  sent  a  memo  which  said  they 
had  to  sign  with  Boots  or  with 
someone  else  providing  a  similar 
service,  Mrs  Butler  said.  "I  was 
due  to  give  a  talk  to  a  local  homes ' 
association,  and  they  allowed  us  to 
use  the  meeting  to  get  Norman 
along  to  present  his  system.  We 
also  invited  social  services 
representatives  to  attend. 

Following  the  meeting  all  the 
homes  were  keen  to  use  the 
system,  Mrs  Butler  recalls.  "So 
we  agreed  to  work  out  something 
between  us." 

Rooms  above  one  of  Mrs 
Butler's  Morecambe  premises 
will,  from  April,  be  used  for 
packing  the  Nomad  system. 
Individual  pharmacy  partners  will 
retain  contact  with  their  home 


urine  samples  analysed  has 
discouraged  sports  administrators 
from  instituting  routine  testing." 

In  past  years  the  Welsh  Sports 
Council  provided  the  Welsh 
School  of  Pharmacy  with  a 
substantial  grant,  allowing  I)r 
Keith  Brain  to  set  up  procedures 
for  obtaining  urine  samples  at 
Welsh  competitions.  But  samples 
had  to  be  sent  to  Chelsea  for 
analysis  because  the  School  is  not 
accredited  as  an  analytical  centre. 
This  accreditation  can  be  obtained 
only  with  the  full  co-operation  of 
the  Chelsea  centre  which, 
according  to  Professor  Spencer, 
has  not  been  forthcoming. 

Politics  and  money  seem  to  be 
at  the  root  of  the  problem,  and  the 
financial  situation  cannot  be 


customers  and  provide  24  hour-a- 
day  emergency  cover,  says  Mrs 
Butler.  She  is  about  to  employ  a 
second  pharmacist  in  that  shop 
giving  the  necessary  cover. 

Through  the  local  medical 
Committee  doctors  operating  in 
the  homes  have  agreed  to  supply 
scripts  for  28  days,  seeing 
particular  benefits  in  the 
reductions  in  drugs  being  kept  in 
homes  at  any  one  time  (Nomad 
boxes  hold  a  week's  medication  at 
a  time) .  The  details  of  the  scheme 
have  been  approved  by  the  Royal 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  Mrs 
Butler  adds. 

Pharmacists  who  put  money 
into  the  venture  should  not  expect 
to  break  even  on  the  capital  costs 
for  a  couple  of  years  but,  Mrs 
Butler  says:  "We  have  kept  all  the 
business  and  are  giving  a  good 
service". 

Half  of  the  social  services 
homes  serviced  by  the  three 
pharmacists  had  the  new  system 
installed  last  weekend;  the  other 
half  will  get  it  this  weekend.  '  'The 
homes  who  have  it  so  far  are  over 
the  moon  about  it  and  we  have  not 
had  any  problems  with  it." 

Mrs  Butler's  actions  have 
been  tempered  by  her 
experiences  in  the  USA.  She  says 
that  in  Oklahoma,  where  her 
daughter  is  a  pharmacist,  a  mail- 
order company  took  control  of 
residential  home  business  by 
offering  free  Manrex  systems. 
"All  the  chemists  did  nothing  and 
one  company  ended  up  with  the 
whole  State,"  she  says. 


resolved  without  Chelsea's  co- 
operation, says  Professor 
Spencer.  The  Chelsea  Drug 
Testing  Centre  charges  about  £25 
per  head  for  testing,  but  that  is 
subsidised  by  a  grant  from  the 
British  Sports  Council,  he  says, 
and  puts  the  real  cost  nearer 
£130.  Professor  Spencer 
estimates  the  Welsh  School  of 
Pharmacy  could  do  the  tests  lor 
£75. 

To  make  the  project  viable  it 
would  have  to  handle  600-750 
samples  a  year  at  £75  each. 

The  only  way  Chelsea  could 
handle  the  2,000  or  so  samples 
that  are  likely  to  be  coming 
through  annually  is  to  take  on  a 
satellite,  says  Professor  Spencer. 
He  has  written  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Wales  Peter  Walker 
asking  him  to  plead  his  cause  with 
Sports  Minister  Colin  Moynihan. 

There  are  signs  that  research 
required  to  stay  one  jump  ahead  of 
abusing  athletes  has  now  moved 
to  Barcelona,  ahead  of  the  next 
Olympic  Games,  and  that  Chelsea 
is  in  danger  of  losing  its 
international  reputation,  says 
Professor  Spencer.  But  his 
ambitions  go  further  than  just 
carrying  out  drug  analyses  on 
suspect  athletes.  "We  would  like 
to  get  a  greater  involvement  with 
equestrian  events,  currently 
handled  from  Newmarket,  and 
even  with  police  forensic  work, ' ' 
he  says.  Accreditation  as  an 
athletics  drugs  testing  centre 
could  just  be  the  first  step. 

Wider  use  of 
Retrovir 
nears 

Retrovir  has  received  unanimous 
approval  from  the  advisory 
committee  to  the  Fedral  Drug 
Administration  that  it  be  given  to 
people  infected  with  HIV  but  who 
show  no  signs  of  AIDS. 

All  that  remains  now  before 
the  drug  can  be  prescribed  to 
asymptomatic  AIDS  sufferers  in 
the  US  is  that  official  sanction  be 
given  by  the  FDA  itself. 
However,  the  committee  which 
advises  the  FDA  recommended 
the  drug  should  be  given  only  to 
those  high  risk  asymptomatic 
patients  with  a  T,  cell  count  of 
below  500.  It  is  expected 
therefore  that  if  FDA  approval  is 
given  it  will  include  a  number  of 
pre-conditions  in  the  Data  Sheet. 

Full  FDA  approval  could  come 
through  in  a  matter  of  weeks.  And 
if  it  does,  one  expert  has  estim- 
ated that  as  many  as  400,000  ex- 
tra US  patients  could  be  eligible. 


Boots  beaten  off 
on  home  front 
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Hospital  pharmacists  submit 
revised  extended  period  claim 


Hospital  pharmacist  negotiators, 
concerned  about  the  lack  of  any 
initiative  from  the  management 
side,  have  this  week  submitted  a 
revised  claim  for  the  still  to  be 
settled  1989-90  pay  round,  now 
10  months  overdue. 

The  claim  is  described  by  staff 
side  chairman  Bob  Timson  as  a 
combination  of  an  end-loaded  and 
extended  period  deal,  which  is 
based  on  the  principle  of  bringing 
money  from  1990-91  into  this 
year.  The  Government's  9  per 
cent  over  18  months  offer  to  the 
ambulancemen  incorporates  just 
such  a  principle,  and  the  staff  side 
have  therefore  concluded  that  the 
management  side  cannot  oppose 
such  a  move. 

In  a  letter  to  management  side 
secretary  Kathleen  Taylor 
outlining  the  revised  claim,  staff 
side  secretary  Dr  David  Bird  says 
an  eighteen  month  settlement 
period  is  too  long,  but  they  have 
used  the  cash  benefit  of  such  an 
offer  as  the  starting  point.  Staff 
side's  claim  re-allocates  the 
money  that  would  be  paid  by 
heaJth  authorities  to  satisfy  a  9  per 
cent  award  from  April  1,  1989  to 
June  30,  1990  -  a  15  month 
period  —  over  a  12-month  period 


It  is  unlikely  that  there  will  be 
major  changes  in  the  structure  of 
the  NHS  and  its  methods  of  supply 
of  drugs  to  patients  arising  from 
1992,  according  to  Euro-MP  Ken 
Collins. 

Mr  Collins,  who  is  chairman  of 


Graeme  Millar,  Pharmaceutical 
General  Council  chairman,  gets 
the  support  of  Euro-MP  Ken 
Collins  (right)  for  PGC  policy  on 
the  general  sale  of  all  drugs  through 
pharmacies  after  the  single  market 
in  1992 


running  from  July  1,  1989,  the 
date  the  new  flexible  grading 
structure  was  implemented.  This 
would  give  a  higher  uplift  to  the 
34-point  salary  scale,  but,  as  staff 
side  point  out,  it  would  mean  no 
rise  for  April  to  June  1989.  Staff 
side  have  made  no  comment  on 
the  shape  of  the  1990-91  claim 
except  to  say  it  would  commence 
from  July  1,  1990. 

Staff  side  have  also  changed 
their  position  on  special  duty 
payments  and  late  clinic  fees.  A 
claim  for  fees  at  the  appropriate 
hourly  rate  has  now  been  modified 
to  request  a  link  to  point  1 1  on  the 
salary  scale ,  as  opposed  to  point  4 . 
The  claim  for  all  pharmacists  to  be 
entitled  to  five  weeks  annual 
holiday  is  retained  but  one  for  a 
reduction  in  the  working  week  has 
been  dropped.  Staff  side  want 
discussions  on  lecture  fees  to 
continue. 

Staff  side  views  management 
side's  inability  to  rise  to  last 
September's  "challenge"  to  be 
"particularly  disappointing".  Dr 
Bird  adds  that  the  staff  side  does 
not  think  much  of  indications  of 
operational  pressure  from  within 
the  NHS  to  conclude  an 
agreement  by  February  7.  "In 


the  European  Parliament's 
Environment,  Public  Health  and 
Consumer  Protection 
Committee,  expressed  this  view 
when  he  met  with  Scotland's 
Pharmaceutical  General  Council's 
chairman,  Graeme  Millar,  in 
Edinburgh  last  week. 
Amalgamation  of  the  diverse 
systems  would  be  a  gradual 
process  using  such  publications  as 
the  European  Pharmacopoeia,  Mr 
Collins  said. 

He  agreed  to  support  the 
PGC's  policy  that  all  drugs, 
regardless  of  their  nature,  should 
be  sold  only  through  pharmacies. 
Mr  Collins  accepted  other  PGC 
policies,  but  did  not  consider  that 
drug  prices  would  stabilise 
throughout  the  single  European 
market. 

The  PGC  hopes  to  have 
further  discussions  with  the 
Europeans  to  ensure  that  they  are 
in  a  position  to  influence  some  of 
the  decisions  that  might  affect  the 
income  of  pharmacy  contractors 
and  the  service  they  provide  to 
the  public,  Mr  Millar  told  Mr 
Collins. 


such  circumstances,  there  is  no 
opportunity  for  the  staff  side  to 
conduct  its  normal  democracy, 
which  includes  a  secret  ballot  of  all 
its  members.  Clearly  we  can  avoid 
a  ballot  if  you  meet  our  claim  in 
full, ' '  he  says  in  the  claim  letter. 

Wellcome  out 
of  court 

Wellcome  Foundation  have 
agreed  to  settle  out  of  court  with 
two  pharmaceutical  wholesalers 
and  three  proprietor  pharmacists 
who  they  were  prosecuting  for 
selling  or  dispensing  under  the 
trade  mark  Septrin  goods  which 
had  originally  been  marketed 
under  the  trade  mark  Eusaprim, 
without  permission. 

Wellcome  say  those 
concerned  have  acknowledged 
that  their  actions  amount  to  an 
infringement  of  Wellcome 's  rights 
in  the  trade  mark  Septrin,  and 
have  paid  an  agreed  sum  towards 
Wellcome's  costs  and  damages. 
Wellcome  add  that  they  "remain 
vigilant  and  will,  where 
appropriate,  take  action  against 
infringements  of  their  trade  mark 
rights." 

Wellcome  say  the  out  of  court 
settlement  concludes  proceedings 
in  these  five  cases  but  would  give 
no  more  details. 

Cruelty-free 
rules  wanted 

Which?  way  to  health  magazine, 
published  by  the  Consumers' 
Association,  wants  Government 
guidelines  to  regulate  "cruelty- 
free"  and  "not  tested  on 
animals"  labelling. 

The  magazine  says  such 
labelling  can  be  misleading  as  the 
product  could  have  been  tested  on 
animals  five  years  ago,  could  have 
had  one  or  more  of  its  ingredients 
tested  on  animals  or  could  mean 
that  the  final  supplier  or  packager 
has  not  tested  the  product  on 
animals  but  that  other  suppliers  or 
manufacturers  might  have  used 
animal  tests. 

Which?  way  to  health  also  wants 
more  commitment  by 
Government  and  industry  to 
researching  non-animal  testing 
methods  and  a  review  of 
procedures  to  eliminate  those  that 
provide  little  information. 


Bottomley 
defends 
indicative 
budgets 

A  further  attempt  has  been  made 
by  Virginia  Bottomley,  the  Healtl 
Minister,  to  allay  fears  about  the 
implications  of  the  indicative  druj 
budgets  for  general  practitioners 

She  told  the  Commons: 
Standing  Committee  considerinj 
the  NHS  and  Community  Care  Bij 
that  the  budgets  would  sustaii 
existing  levels  of  prescribing,  ant 
take  into  account  demography 
and  pharmaceutical  changes.  Mr: 
Bottomley  explained  that  "built 
in' '  flexibility  would  ensure  that  ai 
allowance  was  made,  for  example 
for  a  new  GP  with  a  specia 
interest  in  one  area  of  medicine 
joining  a  practice,  or  the 
establishment  of  a  sheltered  home 
in  the  area. 

Mrs  Bottomley,  whe; 
described  pharmaceuticals  as  "; 
major  force  for  the  good" ,  arguec 
that  a  Labour  amendment 
designed  to  prevent  family  healtl 
services  authorities  withholding 
remuneration  from  any 
practitioner  who  exceeded  ai 
indicative  drug  budget  was  noi 
necessary.  She  stressed  that  nd 
new  sanctions  were  provided  bj 
the  Bill,  and  pointed  out  thai 
regulations  introduced  in  1974 
allowed  action  against  doctors) 
who  prescribed  excessively. 

Indicative  drug  budgets  wouk 
be  used  as  a  management  tool, 
said  Mrs  Bottomley.  If  a  practice" 
spent  an  average  of  £34  pei 
quarter  on  each  patient  —  a  tota 
of  £750,000  a  year  if  multiplied  uf 
—  questions  should  be  asked. 
Referring  to  lorazepam  —  "c 
valuable  drug  when  used 
appropriately"  —  she  said  it  was) 
worrying,  given  the  long-terrr 
effects,  that  the  rate  at  which  it 
was  prescribed  was  twice  as  highf 
in  some  parts  of  Yorkshire  as  in 
others. 

She  also  pointed  out  that  dump 
campaigns  had  resulted  in  4001b  oi 
drugs  being  discarded  in! 
Derbyshire  in  1989,  while  therejB 
had  been  a  ton  of  unwanted  tablets^ 
and  liquids  in  South  Staffordshire, 
and  two  tons  in  South  Glamorgan 
with  an  estimated  value  of 
£250,000. 

The  National  Asthma  Campaign's 

'Asthma  Check'  programme'- 
launched  last  October  to  raise 
awareness  of  the  condition  gets 
underway  in  earnest  next  month; 
with  a  pilot  campaign  in  the  South, 
West  of  England.  It  is  being 
funded  by  Allen  &  Hanburys.  The 
initial  pilot  campaign  is  planned  to; 
run  through  to  April. 


Major  changes  in  NHS 
'unlikely'  after  1992 
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ABPI  ad  code 
'fails' 

The  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry's  code  of 
practice  has  failed  to  deter 
promotional  excesses,  claim  the 
authors  of  a  recent  surey. 

"The  ABPI's  self  regulation 
seems  to  be  a  service  to  itself 
rather  than  to  the  public,"  write 
Drs  Andrew  Herxheimer, 
Charing  Cross  and  Westminster 
Medical  School,  and  Joe  Collier,  St 
George's  Hospital  Medical 
School,  London,  in  last  week's 
British  Medical  Journal. 

Between  1983-88  the  ABPI's 
code  of  practice  committee  found 
379  breaches  of  the  code ,  of  which 
270  were  possible  breaches  of  the 
Medicines  Act.  The  most 
'frequent  offenders  were  Organon 
(32  breaches),  Smith  Kline  and 
IFrench  (23),  Glaxo  (21),  A.H. 
jRobins  (18),  Bayer  (17),  Merck 
Sharp  and  Dohme  (17)  and 
Lederle  (16).  The  promotional 
wars  over  histamine  H2  receptors 
accounted  for  33  breaches. 

The  authors  suggest  that  the 
code  of  practice  committee  should 
;  become  publicly  accountable,  that 
most  of  its  members  should 
represent  the  health  professions 
and  the  public  rather  than  the 
industry,  and  that  effective 
isanctions  are  needed. 

Lloyds  back 
tiered  fees 

Lloyds  Chemists  have  reiterated 
their  support  for  a  tiered  system 
of  prescription  fees  similar  to 
current  PSNC  policy. 

'Lloyds  are  in  favour  of  the 
continuation  of  a  tiered  system  of 
payment,  possibly  with  a  lesser 
front  loading  element  than  at 
present,  but  are  absolutely  against 
a  flat  rate  fee  system  as  a 
concept,"  Mr  Allen  Lloyd, 
managing  director,  said  this  week. 
He  was  concerned  that  last 
week's  Comment  in  C&D 
inferred  the  company  was  in 
favour  of  a  flat  rate  fee  at  a  higher 
amount. 

Colgen 

Colgen  power  (batch  no  SB7001 , 
expiry  March  1992)  has  a  labelling 
error  on  the  packaging. 
Remaining  stock  of  this  batch 
should  be  returned  to  Thames 
Laboratories  Ltd,  Abbey  Road, 
The  Industrial  Estate,  Wrexham, 
Clwyd  LL13  9PW,  for  credit. 
Replacement  stock  will  not  be 
possible  until  the  labelling  error 
has  been  rectified. 


TOPICAL  REFLECTION 


Playing  the 
market 


It  is  now  four  weeks  since  I 
first  price  promoted  those 
perfumery  lines  in  which  I 
was  overstocked  (C&D, 
Jan  13) .  Much  as  I  value  the 
splendid  training  courses 
run  by  the  NPA  (Letters, 
January  27)  in  this  particular 
case  what  was  required  was 
a  raison  d'etre  for  the 
customer  to  buy,  not  only 
the  particular  perfume  product  I  had  in 
surplus,  but  to  buy  it  from  my  shop. 

January  is  the  time  for  sales  and  there 
are  many  customers  specifically  shopping 
for  bargains.  I  see  no  harm  in  actively 
competing  with  other  stores  by  price 
promoting  selected  lines  and  then,  when 
the  customer  is  at  the  perfumery  counter, 
using  my  expert  NPA-trained  staff  to 
improve  my  January  cash  flow  and  reduce 
my  overstock  position  at  the  same  time. 
The  experiment  has  been  successful,  and 
if  necessary  I  would  repeat  it.  I,  too,  would 
prefer  to  always  sell  stock  at  maximum 
return  but  sometimes  a  pound  in  the  till  is 
worth  two  on  the  shelf. 


Very  clever,  but... 

Here  we  go  again!  Another  scheme  to 
further  expand  the  empires  of  pharmacy 
multiples,  and  this  time  funded  by  tax 
concessions  under  the  Government's 
business  expansion  scheme.  Paydens 
Ltd,  of  Tenterden  fame,  are  the  prime 
movers,  aided  and  abetted  by  Alan  Smith, 
previously  of  PSNC,  and  Gerald  Green, 
formerly  of  Savory  &  Moore.  The  carrot 
is  the  ability  to  invest  tax  free  venture 
capital  in  an  historically  stable  commercial 
sector  with  tax  benefits  of  a  system 
originally  intended  to  encourage  capital 
investment  in  more  high  risk  projects. 

A  very  clever  idea,  but  potentially 
another  nail  in  the  coffin  of  independent 
pharmacy  since  more  pharmacies  will  be 
removed  from  an  ever  decreasing  pool  of 


businesses  available  for 
individual  pharmacists  to 
purchase.  The  future  for 
aspiring  community 
pharmacists  will  become 
ever  more  uncertain 
because,  as  it  becomes 
apparent  that  the  only  real 
career  prospect  is 
management  within  a 
multiple  company,  students 
will  look  to  other 
professions  to  satisfy  their 
ambitions. 

There  must  be  an 
overwhelming  temptation 
for  those  with  successful  businesses  to 
sell  out  to  the  highest  bidder,  but  by  doing 
so  they  may  condemn  the  profession  to  a 
future  of  mediocrity.  A  better  way  would 
be  to  recognise  the  problem  and,  possibly 
through  the  NPA,  to  devise  partnership 
agreements  between  existing  and  young 
aspiring  pharmacists  which  would  keep 
business  in  independent  hands  while 
allowing  the  original  owners  to  realise 
their  investment.  Perhaps  the 
Government's  business  expansion 
scheme  could  be  equally  used  to 
encourage  equity  transfer  within  a 
partnership. 


Strictly 
apprehensive 

I  view  the  prospect  of  strict  liability  being 
applied  to  pharmacist  advice  with 
apprehension.  All  advice  is  given  in  good 
faith  and  if  this  cannot  be  used  as  a  defence 
in  a  possible  court  case  for  damages  then 
pharmacy  practice  becomes  untenable. 
Consumers  should  enjoy  protection 
against  damaging  advice,  but  if,  because  of 
the  threat  of  strict  liability,  the  profession 
consulted  is  unable  to  offer  the  very 
service  requested  then  it  is  consumers 
who  lose. 

Apparently  one  way  to  overcome  this 
problem  is  by  a  Government  sponsored 
no-fault  compensation  scheme  which 
would  exclude  health  professionals  from 
the  legislation.  Good! 


CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST  10  FEBRUARY  1990 


195 


Lariam 
tablets 

Lariam  (mefloquine)  is  an 
antimalarial  agent  effective  in  the 
prophylaxis  and  treatment  of 
chloroquine-resistant  malaria, 
especially  Plasmodium 
falciparum,  the  most  dangerous 
form  of  the  disease. 

A  derivative  of  quinine, 
mefloquine  is  a  shizonticide,  active 
only  against  the  blood  forms  of  the 
Plasmodium.  It  is  also  active 
against  the  gametocytes  of 
P. ovale,  P.malanae  and  P.vivax 
but  not  against  the  mature 
gametocytes  of  P .falciparum. 

The  drug  has  been  developed 
by  Hoffman-La  Roche  in  col- 
laboration with  the  Walter  Reed 
Army  Institute  of  Research  and 
the  World  Health  Organisation. 
Manufacturer  Roche  Products 
Ltd,  PO  Box  8,  Welwyn  Garden 
City,  Herts  AL7  3AY 
Description  Tablets  containing 
274.09mg  mefloquine 
hydrochloride,  equivalent  to 
250mg  mefloquine  base 
Uses  Therapy  and  prophylaxis  of 
malaria.  After  treatment  of 
P.vivax,  prophylaxis  with  an 
8-amino-quinoline  derivative  such 
as  primaquine  should  be 
considered  to  eliminate  parasites 
in  the  hepatic  phase 
Dosage  Curative  —  Total  dose 
for  adults  and  children  over  45kg 
is  1,250  to  l,500mg.  A  lower  dose 
of  750-1, OOOmg  is  sufficient  for 
people  living  in  malarious  areas 
because  they  are  already  partially 
immune.  Children  under  45kg 
receive  25mg  per  kg.  See  Data 
Sheet  for  schedules.  Prophylaxis 

—  should  start  one  week  before 
arrival  in  malarious  area.  For  brief 
stays  (one  to  three  weeks  in  the 
endemic  area)  —  One  tablet  once 
weekly,  always  on  the  same  day, 
for  six  weeks.  Children  15-45kg 

—  'A  to  %  tablet,  see  Data  Sheet. 
For  stays  longer  than  three  weeks 

—  one  tablet  once  weekly  for  four 
weeks  then  one  tablet  at  two- 
weekly  intervals,  always  on  the 
same  day,  with  the  last  two  doses 
at  a  two-weekly  interval  after 
leaving  the  malarious  area. 
Children  15-45kg  -  lk  to  3A 
tablet,  see  Data  Sheet.  The 
tablets  should  be  swallowed  whole 
with  plenty  of  liquid,  preferably 
not  on  an  empty  stomach 


PT  SPECIALS 


Side  effects  Dizziness,  disturbed 
sense  of  balance,  so  patients 
should  not  drive,  pilot  aircraft  or 
operate  machines  and  should 
avoid  such  tasks  for  at  least  two 
weeks  after  therapeutic  use. 
Nausea,  vomiting,  diarrhoea, 
abdominal  pain,  loss  of  appetite. 
Rare  reactions:  include  headache 
bradycardia,  rash,  weakness, 
transient  elevation  of 
transaminases,  psychological 
changes.  The  drug  must  be 
stopped  for  prophylaxis  if  there 
are  inexplained  psychological 
changes 

Contra-indications,  warn- 
ings, etc  Should  be  used  in 
pregnancy  only  if  there  are 
compelling  reasons.  Women  of 
child-bearing  age  should  take 
reliable  contraception  during  and 
for  three  months  after  use. 
Nursing  mothers  should  not 
breast  feed  as  Lariam  is  secreted 
into  the  milk.  Prophylaxis  in  renal 
insufficiency  or  severe 
impairment  of  liver  function  should 
be  regarded  at  present  as  a 
contra-indication  as  there  is  no 
experience  in  such  patients. 
Prophylaxis  should  also  be 
avoided  in  patients  with  a  history 
of  psychiatric  disturbance  or 
convulsions.  Do  not  give  with 
quinine  as  the  risk  of  convulsion 
may  increase 

Pharmaceutical  precautions 

Protect  from  moisture 
Supply  restrictions  POM 
Packs  6  tablets  (£10.90  trade) 
Product  licence  0031/0236 
Issued  February  8,  1990 


Biotrol  Elite 
(trainable  bag 

The  Biotrol  Elite  drainable 
colostomy  bag  is  now  available  on 
the  Drug  Tariff. 

The  bag  is  covered  on  both 
sides  by  an  extra  soft  water 
repellent  "dry  liner"  which 
Clinimed  say  allows  it  to  be  easily 
"pat-dried"  after  a  shower  or 
bath.  The  Biotrol  hydrocolloid 
skin  protector  is  also  a  feature  and 
the  bag  is  made  from  layered, 
odourproof  film. 

The  new  bag  comes  in  20,  25, 
30,  35,  40,  45,  50,  60  and  70mm 
sizes  and  a  starter  hole  version  (30 
£54.50  trade),  dimmed  Ltd.  Tel: 
0628  850100. 


Questran 
prevents 

Bristol-Myer's  anion-exchange 
resin,  cholestyramine  is  now 
indicated  for  the  primary 
prevention  of  coronary  heart 
disease. 

Questran  and  Questran  A  can 
be  used  for  this  indication  in  men 
between  35  and  59  years  of  age 
and  with  primary 

hypercholesterolaemia  who  have 
not  responded  to  diet  and  other 
appropriate  measures.  The  dose 
is  the  same  as  for  plasma 
cholesterol  reduction.  Bristol- 
Myers  Co  Ltd.  Tel:  01-570  1888. 


Granuflex 
compresses 

Convatec  have  introduced 
Granuflex  adhesive  compression 
bandage  for  venous  leg  ulcers.  It 
is  not  prescribable  on  FP10. 

It  has  a  thin  layer  of 
hydrocolloid  adhesive  bonded  to  a 
woven  cotton  elastic  support  layer 
and  can  be  applied  directly  to 
intact  skin.  Convatec  say  the 
bandage  should  be  applied  over  a 
primary  dressing  such  as 
Granuflex  or  Granuflex  E  and  not 
directly  over  the  wound. 

Each  bandage  is  individually 
sealed  and  comes  in  a  pack  of  six 
(10cm  by  6.5m  stretched  £32.64 
trade)  code  S126.  Convatec  Ltd. 
Tel:  01-572  7422. 


Draina 


Draina  S  is  a  new  bag  designed  for 
post-operative  wound  drainage 
and  fistula  management,  say 
Clinimed.  It  is  not  available  on  the 
Drug  Tariff. 

A  hydrocolloid  skin  protector 
holds  the  transparent  bags  in 
place,  and  a  drainage  valve  allows 
for  connection  to  overnight 
drainage  where  necessary  —  a 
sterile  connector  is  included. 

Draina  S  is  sterile  wrapped  and 
comes  in  two  sizes  small  (£28.50) 
and  large  (£35  both  10s). 
Clinimed  Ltd.  Tel:  0628  850100. 


Tambocor 
revision 

The  indications  for  Tambacor 
(flecainide)  have  been  revised  say 
3M  Riker. 

The  tablets  are  now  indicated 
for  AV  nodal  reciprocating 
tachycardia,  Wolf-Parkinson- 
White  syndrome  and  similar 
conditions;  symptomatic 
sustained  ventricular  tachycardia 
and  premature  ventricular 
contractions  and/or  non-sustained 
ventricular  tachycardia  causing 
disabling  symptoms  resistant  to 
other  therapy. 

A  contra-indication  in  patients 
with  a  history  of  myocardial 
infarction  who  have  asymptomatic 
ventricular  ectopics  or 
asymptomatic  non-sustained 
ventricular  tachycardia,  is 
included.  3M  Riker.  Tel:  0509 
611611. 


Silicone  N-A 

Johnson  &  Johnson  have  launched 
a  silicone  coated  non-adherent 
dressing.  Silicone  N-A  dressing  is 
not  available  on  the  Drug  Tariff. 

Silicon  N-A  comes  in  a  sterile 
fibre-free  peel  pouch  in  a  9.5  by 
9.5cm  square  (£2.70)  in  boxes  of 
10  and  outers  of  40.  Johnson  & 
Johnson  Patient  Care  Ltd.  Tel: 
0990872626. 


BRIEFS 


Armour  have  launched  Monoclat-P, 
freeze-dried  human  coagulation 
factor  VIII  concentrate  for  the 
intravenous  treatment  of  classical 
haemophilia.  Armour 
Pharmaceutical  Co  Ltd.  Tel:  0323 
21422. 

Wyeth  are  introducing  gel-filled 
temazepam  capsules  in  the 
following  presentations:  lOmg 
(500  £12.06,  1000  £24.12)  and 
20mg  (250  £10.52 ,  500  £21 .04,  all 
prices  trade) .  Wyeth  Laboratories. 
Tel:  0628  604377. 
Kerfoot  have  introduced  Gelthix 
temazepam  capsules  which,  are 
oval  soft  gel  capsules  with  a  dark 
green  semi-solid  fill  in  two 
strengths:  lOmg  (500 £13.82)  and 
20mg  (500  £24.11,  both  prices 
trade).  Kerfoot  Pharmaceuticals. 
Tel:  061-330  4531. 
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Gillette  are  launching  their  revolutionary  new  Sensor 
de  in  April.  They're  putting  £9  million  behind  it  and  it's 
ng  to  be  BIG. 

Your  customers  will  be  clamouring  for  the  individually 
mg-mounted  twin  blades  that  continually  sense  and 
tomatically  adjust  to  the  smallest  curves  of  the  face. 
And  which  chemists  will  have  them  in  stock  a  whole 


Gillette 


month  before  anyone  else  gets  their  hands  on  them7 
Got  it  in  one.  Well,  who  else  but  UniChem  would 

have  the  buying  power  to  secure  such  an  exclusive  deal9 
So  if  you're  a  UniChem  member,  you'll  appreciate 

this  head  start.  It  can  be  a 

cut  throat  world  out  there. 

UNICHEM  LTD.  UNICHEM  HOUSE,  COX  LANE,  CHESSINGTON,  SURREY  KT9  1SN  TEL  01-391  2323 


RPOINTS 


Jaguar  for 


men 


Jaguar  Fragrances  Ltd  have 
introduced  Jaguar  for  men,  a 
fragrance  aimed  at  the 
"successful,  care  conscious 
man". 

The  fragrance  has  a  head  note 
of  bergamot,  grapefruit,  tangerine 
and  orange. 

The  heart-note  combines 
precious  woods  including  spruce, 
sandalwood  and  cedar,  with  mace 
and  clove,  while  the  base  note 
balances  musk,  amber  and  fern. 

The  fragrance  comes  in  a 
green  glass  flacon  with  gold 
lettering  and  a  wooden  stopper. 

Prices  start  at  £18  for  eau  de 
toilette  (75ml),  eau  de  toilette 
(125ml)  £24;  and  eau  de  toilette 
spray  (75ml  £20;  125ml  £28). 

Also  available  is  an  aftershave 
(75ml  £16  125ml  £20);  as  well  as 
soap  (150g  £8)  and  shower  gel 
(200g  £12).  Maurice  Douek  Ltd. 
Tel:  01  328  1036. 


Griptight  expand 
Feeder  range 


Lewis  Woolf  Griptight  are  making 
three  additions  to  their  extensive 
baby  feeding  bottles  range. 

In  line  with  company  policy  of 
adding  more  multi-packs  to  the 
range,  a  three  pack  of  Freflo 
bottles  is  being  introduced.  The 
pack  includes  a  250ml,  125mJ  and 
60ml  bottle  and,  retailing  at 
around  £2 . 75,  presents  a  saving  to 
the  customer  of  around  38p  on  the 
bottles  bought  separately. 

Two  new  additions  to  the 
Designer  Collection  range  of 
bottles  are  being  introduced:  a 
"Jumbo"  elephant  in  grey  and 
pink  with  grey  dome  shaped  teat 
cover,  and  an  "Edward"  bear  in 
blue  and  coral  with  coral  teat 
cover.  Both  will  be  available  in 
250ml  and  125ml  sizes,  and  retail 
at  around  £1.59  and  £1.49 
respectively. 

Following  research  into 
mothers'  colour  preferences  for 
baby  products,  Griptight  are 
changing  the  colours  in  their 
soother  range.  There  will  be  five 
colours  available  across  the  range: 
mint,  lemon,  white,  peach  and 


pastel  blue.  And  the  all-rubber 
Hushmaster  soother  has  been 
repackaged  in  a  smart  blister 
pack. 

Griptight' s  shaped  teats  have 
been  re-named  orthodontic  teats. 
Both  the  orthodontic  and  standard 
silicone  teats  are  now  available  in 
twin  packs  in  the  new  design 
packaging.  They  are 
competitively  priced  at  around 
£0.99  and  £0.85  respectively. 
Lewis  Woolf  Griptight  Ltd.  Tel: 
021-414  1122. 


Nelson's  EPO 


cream 


Nelsons  have  launched  evening 
primrose  oil  cream  for  dry  skin. 

The  cream  is  rich  in  linoleic 
acid  and  gammalinolenic  acid,  and 
comes  in  tubes  (27g  £2.19)  in 
display  outers  of  12,  offering  a  45 
percent  profit  on  return.  A  Nelson 
&  Co  Ltd.  Tel:  01-946  8527. 


Schwarzkopf 
goes  natural 

Schwarzkopf  have  introduced  a 
new  haircare  range  of '  'chemically 
pure"  products,  known  as 
Neutral  Line. 

The  range  is  described  as 
"chemically  compatible  with  the 
hair"  and  has  been 
dermatologically  tested  to  make  it 
suitable  for  the  most  sensitive 
scalps,  says  the  company. 

All  products  are  said  to  be 
preservative  free  and  are 
described  as  both  water  and  ozone 
friendly  with  recyclable 
packaging.  They  have  not  been 
tested  on  animals. 

The  range  comprises:  ultra 
pure  shampoo  (250ml  £1.95); 
conditioner  (250ml  £1.95); 
intensive  conditioner  (150ml 
£2.95)  hairspray  (200ml  £2.25) 
and  styling  mousse  (150ml £2.45). 

Products  are  packaged  in  clear 
containers  and  the  range  is 
supported  with  a  £3. 5m  television 
and  Press  campaign,  with 
advertisements  in  women's 
magazines,  including 
Cosmopolitan,  Best  and  Options. 

Point  of  sale  material  includes 
banners,  window  displays 
showcards,  shelf  reservers  and 
counter  merchandisers. 
Schwarzkopf  Ltd.  Tel:  0296 
88101. 

No  breaks 

Network  Management  Ltd  have 
launched  a  new  nail  treatment 
product,  Sally  Hansen  No  More 
Breaks. 

No  More  Breaks  (£3.25)  is  for 
dry,  brittle  nails,  and  contains 
calcium  fluoride,  a  pure 
crystallized  mineral  source  and  a 
protein  complex.  It  can  be  used 
alone  or  as  a  base  coat.  Network 
Management  Ltd.  Tel:  0252 
29911. 


RO.R. 

ft  when  you 
dispense 


MIGRAFEN 


#15  packs  invoiced  as  12  (cost  price  79p/£1.59)  from  your  usual  Wholesaler 


Brand  of  Ibuprofen  tablets  200mg 

Chatfield  Laboratories,  Kramer  Mews,  London  SW5  9JL.  Phone  01-370  4664 
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Our  new  baby.  Just  watch  it  grow. 


You'll  probably  recognise  our  new  arrival 
traight  away. 

That's  because  Asilone  has  long  been  one 
'f  the  best  known  and  most  effective  antacids 
vailable. 

And  naturally,  like  all  proud  new  parents, 
Brookes  intend  to  make  a  big  fuss  of  it. 

We're  already  talking  to  GP's  for  instance, 
o  you  can  certainly  reckon  on  an  increase 


ilone 


in  prescription  demand.  But  that's  just  the 
first  stage. 

For  as  you  might  expect  with  Crookes 
you'll  be  hearing  a  lot  more  of  Asilone  in  the 
future.  And  by  then  everyone  will  be  saying 
'Just  look  how  fast  Asilone  has  grown.' 

Asilone  Suspension,  Gel  and  Tablets  may 
be  sold  OTC,  Suspension  and  Gel 
are  also  NHS  prescribable.  IjMik 
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VAX  Innovation 
Ends  Misery  for  Millions 
of  Allergy  Sufferers 


As  you  would  expect  from  the  company  that  makes 
Britain's  best  selling  vacuum  cleaner,  VAX  are  firmly 
at  the  forefront  of  innovation  and  technological 
advancement. 

Research  has  shown  that  1  in  5  people  in  the  UK  suffer 
from  some  form  of  allergic  reaction,  caused  by  the  pres- 
ence of  household  dust  mite  allergen,  found  in  carpets, 
curtains,  soft  furnishings,  bedding  and  even  teddy  bears. 

Allerite  from  VAX  is  a  breakthrough  in 
effective  control  of  harmful  allergen. 

When  used  regularly  in  the  VAX  3-in-l 
cleaner,  Allerite  -  an  environmentally  safe 


cleaning  liquid  -  will  drastically  reduce  and  control 
harmful  allergen  levels  by  up  to  95%.  Allerite  is  also  an 
efficient  carpet  and  upholstery  cleaner  in  its  own  right, 
perfect  for  use  all  around  the  home. 

This  previously  untapped  market  of  over  11  million 
people  are  potential  customers  of  Allerite  and  VAX,  and 
our  lively  advertising  and  promotional  campaign  is 
designed  to  reach  a  maximum  audience. 

Find  out  more  about  Allerite,  ask  for  point- 
of-sale  material  and  consumer  leaflets. 

ALLERITE  and  VAX  -  further  proof 
of  our  commitment  to  innovation. 


VAX  Appliances  Limited,  Quillgold  House,  Kingswood  Road,  Hampton  Lovett,  Droitwich,  Worcs  WR9  OQH  Telephone:  (0905)  795959 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Plax  soft 
mint 

Plax,  the  anti-plaque  pre-brushing 
rinse  from  Unicliffe,  now  comes  in 
a  soft  mint  variant. 

The  new  flavour  comes  in 
250ml  and  500ml  sizes  and  will  be 
promoted  as  part  of  the  £10m 
advertising  campaign  for  Plax.  Of 
this,  £6m  is  to  be  spent  on  a 
national  television  advertising 
campaign,  £500,000  on  women's 
Press  and  Sunday  supplements, 
£600,000  on  posters  and 
£500,000  on  radio  advertising. 

The  green  variant  will  add  75 
per  cent  to  existing  rates  of  sale, 
says  David  Hill,  market 
development  director.  A  recent 
MORI  poll  among  dentists  found 
that  26  per  cent  of  dentists 
questioned  had  seen  a  reduction  in 
the  amount  of  plaque  on  the  teeth 
of  patients  who  regularly  use  Plax, 
and  4.5  million  consumers  now 
use  it  regularly,  say  Unicliffe. 

Unichem  are  offering  a  Plax 
display  unit  at  £14.90  instead  of 
£17.39.  The  unit  holds  six  250ml 
bottles  and  six  490ml  bottles. 
Distributors.  Food  Brokers  Ltd. 
Tel:  0705  219900. 


Antidor  for 
pet  smells 

A  novel  compound  which  banishes 
bad  odours  has  been  launched  in  a 
irange  of  pet  care  products  from 
Leo  Laboratories. 

Antiodor  is  a  blend  of  non- 
toxic, biodegradable,  naturally- 
occuring  chemicals  which  trap  and 
chemically  bind  the  odour 
^molecules  instantly,  in  a  solid 
(matrix.  The  process  is 
(irreversible  and  Antiodor  has  no 
antibacterial  or  fungicidal  activity. 

Antiodor' s  first  application  in 
the  UK  is  in  the  Specicare  range 
which  is  designed  to  eliminate  all 
types  of  animal  smells.  There  is  a 
liquid  spray  for  routine  use  in  any 
environment  (£5.25),  a  deodor- 
ising stain  remover  in  spray  form 
(£3.35)  and  a  lotion  soap  for 
washing  after  contact  with  animals 
(£3.25).  For  pets  there  is  a 
shampoo  with  detangular 
conditioners  (£3.75)  and  a  breath 
spray  for  use  as  an  adjunct  to 
normal  dental  care  (£2.40). 

Products  will  be  available  only 
for  sale  through  vets,  although  the 
company  forsees  that  a  similar 
range  might  eventually  be  offered 
to  pharmacies.  Antiodor  could  also 
have  other  potential  applications  in 
the  toiletries  market  or  in  medical 
conditions  such  as  incontinence, 
ostomies,  etc,  say  Leo 
Laboratories  Ltd.  Animal  Health 
Division.  Tel:  08444  7333. 


Roll-on  EPO 

from 
Healthilife 

A  £500,000  Press  and  television 
campaign  is  due  to  kick  off  in 
March  for  Healthilife 's  evening 
primrose  oil  capsules.  And  the 
company  has  launched  a  direct 
application  roll-on  of  EPO  aimed  at 
those  with  skin  problems. 

Advertising  will  run  in  the 
health  Press  mainly  in  April,  and  in 
both  March  and  April  in  a  wide 
selection  of  womens  titles 
including  Woman,  Woman's  Own, 
Woman's  Weekly,  Cosmopolitan, 
Options,  Good  Housekeeping, 
Woman  &  Home,  Reader's  Digest 
and  You.  The  television  campaign 
will  start  in  March  in  the  Thames 
region,  followed  by  Central,  with 
the  schedule  then  to  be  reviewed. 

The  EPO  roll-on  (35ml  £7.99, 
outers  of  six  £27.80  trade)  has 
been  launched  to  complement  the 
capsule  range.  It  is  100  per  cent 
EPO,  the  company  says,  and  is 
guaranteed  to  contain  at  least  10 
per  cent  gammalinolenic  acid  (but 
not  cosmetic  grade).  EPO  has 
been  shown  to  help  alleviate  skin 
problems  such  as  eczema.  This 
product  is  not  licensed.  Healthilife 
Ltd.  Tel:  0274  595021. 

Ricola  adds 
new  flavours 

Two  new  varieties  have  been 
added  to  the  Ricola  range  of  herbal 
cough  lozenges  along  with  a  180g 
drum  (£2.29  rsp).  Bonus  deals  are 
also  available  on  the  Ricola  cough 
lozenges  and  sugar  free  "pearls" 
through  new  distributors 
Countercall  and  participating 
wholesalers. 

New  varieties  in  the  lozenge 
range  are  lemon  mint  and  menthol 
eucalyptus  available  in  40g  tubes. 
And  there  is  a  new  counter  stand 
for  the  tubes  of  lozenges,  say 
suppliers  Cedar  Health. 
Distributed  bv  Countercall  Ltd. 
Tel:  021  3560478. 


Clarins 
smells  sweet 


A  fragranced  gentle  shower 
mousse  and  a  fragranced  gentle 
deodorant  are  the  latest  products 
in  the  Clarins  range,  both 
containing  the  recently  launched 
eau  dynamisante  fragrance. 

The  shower  mousse  150ml 
(£9.50)  is  described  as  a  gentle 
alternative  to  soap  and  is  said  to 
help  combat  skin  dryness  as  it 
cleanses. 

The  deodorant  is  said  to  be 
quick  and  easy  to  use  and  contains 
soothing  properties  which  make  it 
suitable  for  sensitive  skin.  It  is  also 
available  in  a  150ml  ozone  friendly 
spray  (£8.50)  and  contains 
extracts  of  liquorice  and  beetroot. 

Both  products  have  been 
dermatalogically  tested.  Clarins 
(UK)  Ltd.  Tel:  01-6292979. 

Bristol-Myers  are  promoting 
Clairol's  Nice  'n  Easy,  permanent 
hair  colourant  with  a  £1.5m 
television  advertising  campaign 
beginning  in  March . 

The  commercial  will  break  on 
March  12  running  for  six  weeks  in 
all  regions.  A  second  break  will 
start  in  September  and  run  into 
October.  Bristol-Myers  Co.  Ltd. 
Tel:  0895  639911. 


from  Unipath 

Unipath  are  launching  the 
"Unipath  Initiative",  a  promotion 
being  run  in  conjunction  with  the 
National  Pharmaceutical 
Association. 

Throughout  the  year,  Unipath 
products  will  carry  NPA  tokens 
worth  from  25p  each.  These  can 
be  collected  for  use  as  cash  against 
the  purchase  of  any  product  or 
service  from  the  NPA. 

The  tokens  should  be  fixed  on 
to  a  collector  card,  available  direct 
or  from  Unipath  representatives. 
They  can  be  redeemed  from  the 
NPA  at  any  time  provided  a 
minimum  of  £5  has  been  collected. 
Unipath  will  automatically  send 
through  another  collecting  card. 
Additional  supplies  can  be 
obtained  from  Unipath 's  customer 
services  department  or  from 
reps. 

During  the  year,  extra  bonus 
tokens  will  be  available  through 
special  deals  offered  by  reps,  or  by 
contacting  Unipath  and  enrolling 
for  their  new  telephone  ordering 
service. 

■  Uniparth  are  repeating  the  offer 
of  a  free  cassette  entitled 
"Getting  to  know  your  body" 
with  each  purchase  of  Clearblue 
One  Step  home  pregnancy  kit. 


THE  BIGGEST  SHARE . . . 
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Reduced  risk  of  drug  abuse 
and  associated  problems 

Bio-equivalent  to  soft 
gelatin  capsules 

Greater  dosage  flexibility: 
tablets  can  be  divided 

The  soft-gelatin  capsules  will  continue  to  be 
available  to  patients  for  whom  this  dosage 
form  is  considered  appropriate.  Wyeth  will 
be  introducing  abuse  resistant  capsules  in 
due  course. 


DISPENSE  WYETH  TEMAZEPAM 


Pr*  bribing  Information 

Presentation:  White,  scored  tablets  containing  lOmg  and  20mg  temazepom. 
Indkotioni:  Short  term  treatment  ol  insomnia  (up  to  4  weeks).  Long  term  use  may 
lead  to  dependence  and  withdrawal  symptoms  in  certain  patients.  Dosage:  IQ-3Gmg 
horf  anhour  before  retiring.  May  be  increased  to  40-60mg  in  unresponsive  patients. 
Elderly  patients  may  require  lower  doses,  posstbly  up  to  half  the  normal  adult  dose. 
Not  recommended  for  children  Treatment  should  be  intermittent  if  possible  ond 
tapered  off  gradually.  Contra-ifldkafeons:  Not  to  be  used  to  treat  short-term  mild 
anxiety  depression,  phobic  or  obsessional  states,  chronic  psychosis.  Sensitivity  to 
benzodiazepines,  acute  pulmonary  insufficiency.  Use  during  pregnancy  and  lactation 
only  rf  compelling  reasons.  Precautions:  Use  with  okoholor  CNS  depressants  may 
potentiate  effects.  Patients  should  be  warned  against  driving  or  operating  machinery 
until  it  isestablished  thai  they  do  not  become  drowsy.  Core  should  be  taken  in  patients 
with  personality  disorders.  May  inhibit  psychological  adjustment  lo  loss  or 
bereavement.  Caution  in  patients  with  chronic  pulmonary  insufficiency,  renal  or 
hepcmc  disease.  SwJe-effech:  Drowsiness,  sedahon,  blurring  of  vision,  unsteadiness 
and  ataxia.  Rarely  gastro-intestinal  disturbances,  headache,  skin  rashes,  urinary 
retention,  blood  dyscrasiosand  jaundice.  Legal  category:  POM .  CD  (Sch  4) .  Pacb 
WHSCoJrt:  lOmg x  500  -  SI ?.06, 20mg  x  250  -  £10. 52 .  Pn>d«t  Lk<His* 
Numbers:  lOmg  -  PL  0530/0255, 
20mg  -  PL  0530/0256.  Further 
information  is  available  on  request. 
Wyeth  Laboratories,  Tuplow, 
Maidenhead,  Berks.  SL60PH. 
'trade  marks 


QUALITY  ASSURED 


Sunny  Shores 

Next  month,  Sensiq  are  to  launch 
Sun  Washed  Shores,  a  range  of 
cosmetics  in  shades  created  to 
"accentuate  and  enhance  the 
clean,  sun-washed  shades  of 
Spring  fashion". 

These  shades  have  been 
divided  into  two  colour  themes: 
sea  amemones  and  oyster  pearls. 
Each  consists  of  a  duo  shadow  silk 
(£2.49),  a  luxury  lip  colour 
(£2.45),  a  protective  nail  polish 
(£1.95),  and  a  fine  lining  eye  pen 
(£3.99). 

The  pen  is  new  to  Sensiq,  and 
has  a  felt-tipped  applicator  which 
deposits  just  the  right  amount  of 
colour  in  one  stroke  without 
smudging  or  dragging  the  skin 
around  the  eyes,  say  Sensiq.  It 
comes  in  a  container  with  a 
speckled  barrel  and  lid,  which  are 
accentuated  with  smart  silver 
graphics.  Sensiq  Cosmetics.  Tel: 
01-4091413. 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Addis  show  Bright  Ideas 


The  latest  addition  to  Addis' 
extensive  range  of  haircare 
products  is  the  vivid  Bright  Ideas 
range  of  hairbrushes. 

With  lightweight  black  handles 
and  fluorescent  quill  heads  in  three 


ON  TV  NEXT  WEEK  1 

GTV  Grampian 
B  Border 
C  Central 

CTV  Channel  Islands 
LWT  London  Weekend 
C4  Channel  4 

U  Ulster                         SK  Sky 

G  Granada                        STV  Scotland  (central) 

A  Anglia                           Y  Yorkshire 

TSW  South  West              HTV  Wales  &  West 

TTV  Thames  Television       TVS  South 

TV-am  Breakfast               TT  Tyne  Tees 

Television 

ftnadin: 

All  areas  except  CTV 

Beecham  Hot  Remedies: 

All  areas 

Benylin: 

All  areas 

Bisodol  Extra: 

TV-am 

Coughcaps: 

TVS 

Day  &  Night: 

All  areas 

Day  Nurse: 

All  areas 

Dimension: 

All  areas  except  TV-am 

Endekay  dental  health  gum: 

All  areas  except  G,  CTV  &  TV-am 

Harmony  hairspray: 

All  areas  except  LWT,  A,TTV,TVS  &  TV-am 

Just  for  men: 

All  areas  except  CTV 

Karvol: 

TV-am 

Lemsip,  Lemsip  Linctus  &  Lemsip  Expectorant:                          All  areas 

Libra  Bodyform: 

All  areas  except  CTV  &  C4 

Minadex: 

TV-am 

Mucron: 

All  areas  except  CTV  &  TV-am 

Nieobrevin: 

All  areas  except  CTV, LWT  &  TV-am 

Night  Nurse: 

All  areas 

Otrivine: 

All  areas  except  CTV  &  TV-am 

Radian  B: 

G,Y,TTV 

Rennie: 

All  areas  except  U,Y,CTV,C4  &  TV-am 

Sanatogen: 

TV -am 

Sensodyne  toothpaste: 

G.Y.A 

Signal: 

All  areas  except  TV-am 

Silvikrin: 

All  areas 

Sinutab: 

All  areas 

Throaties/Throaties  Extra: 

TV-am 

Vaseline  Hand  and  Nail: 

All  areas  except  U  &  TV-am 

Zubes: 

C,Y 

colours  —  pink,  turquoise  and  lilac 
—  the  brushes  are  a  fun  and 
inexpensive  fashion  accessory, 
say  Addis. 

Available  in  display  trays  of 
one  dozen  —  four  of  each  of  the 
three  colours  —  with  a  Bright 
Ideas  descriptor,  Bright  Ideas 
cost  £5.09  per  dozen  with  a 
recommended  selling  price  of 
£0.75.  Addis  Ltd.  Tel:  0992 
584221. 


Matey  looks 
to  the  kids 

Nicholas  Laboratories  have  linked 
up  with  Parents  magazine  in  a 
competition  for  children  to  design 
a  new  Matey  character. 

The  competition  in  the 
February  issue  gives  children  the 
chance  to  create  a  new  Matey 
bathtime  playmate  and  have  it 
made  up  into  a  limited  edition  of 
actual  bottles  which  will  then  be 
made  available  in  selected  stores 
later  in  the  year.  The  successful 
youngster  will  also  win  a  two- 
week  holiday  in  Florida  for  a  family 
of  four.  Fifty  runners-up  will 
receive  a  bottle  of  each  of  the 
three  Matey  variants. 

Matey  is  the  brand  leader  in 
the  children's  bath  additives 
sector  with  a  70  per  cent  sterling 
share,  claim  Nicholas  Laboratories 
Ltd  Toiletries  Division.  Tel:  0753 
23971. 

Clinipak 

AAH  Pharmaceuticals  are  offering 
a  discount  of  22 .5  per  cent  off  the 
normal  trade  price  of  Clinipak  100 
single  use  insulin  syringes  with 
fixed  needles  until  February  28. 

The  U100  single  use  syringes 
are  available  in  0.5ml  or  1ml  sizes 
in  polypacks  of  10  syringes  and  in 
shelf  containers  of  10  polvpacks. 
AAH  Pharmaceuticals.  Tel:  0928 
717070. 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


Teddies  a  soft  touch 
from  Minadex 


ICI  enter 
household 
cleaning 
market 

\  new  business,  ICI  Hornecare,  is 
joised  to  enter  the  household 
rleaning  market  with  the  launch  of 
:hree  new  products. 

The  first  three  products, 
rurrently  being  launched  to  the 
rade,  are  to  be  backed  by  a  £1 
million  advertising  campaign  in 
women's  Press. 

They  i  are:  Allfresh,  a 
:'ragrance-free  household 
deodoriser  (550g  £0.89);  Liquid 
Soda  Crystals,  an  all-purpose 
household  cleaner  in  a  squeezy 
bottle  based  on  original  ICI  soda 
Crystals  (550ml  £0.89);  and 
Crystal  Clean,  a  concentrated 
dquid  dishwasher  detergent  (1 
litre  £2.49).  All  the  products  are 
due  to  go  on-shelf  in  March. 

A  consumer  advertising 
:ampaign  is  planned  from  April  to 
October  using  such  titles  as  Good 
•Housekeeping,  Prima,  She, 
•Living,  Essentials,  Ideal  Home, 
Woman,  Best,  Woman's  Weekly, 
TV  Times  and  Woman 's  Own.  ICI 
Hornecare.  Tel:  0606  704444. 


THE 
EXPECTANT 
FATHER'S 
GUIDE  TO 


To  expectant 
fathers . . . 

Unichem  are  launching  a  new 
consumer  POS  leaflet  offering 
advice  for  expectant  fathers. 
Backed  by  radio  promotions  on 
stations  around  the  country,  the 
leaflet's  appearance  coincides 
with  Unichem's  "Child's  Play" 
promotion,  which  runs  until  April. 

"The  Expectant  Father's 
Guide  to  Babycare ' '  gives  tips  on 
alleviating  morning  sickness,  how 
to  help  during  labour  and  what  to 
stock  up  with  for  when  the  baby 
comes  home. 

The  radio  promotions  will  run 
for  a  one  week  period.  They 


Half-price  teddy  bears  are  on  offer 
in  a  point  of  sale  promotion  to 
support  the  Minadex  range  of 
children's  health  supplements 
from  Seven  Seas. 

Consumers  can  purchase  a 
Minadex  teddy,  valued  at  £6.99, 
for  only  £3.48.  For  each  teddy 
bear  purchased,  Seven  Seas  will 
make  a  donation  of  50p  to  the  Save 
the  Children  Fund. 

A  showcard  containing  leaflets 


include  phone-in  competitions  to 
win  a  month's  supply  of  free 
nappies  and  a  free  Unichem  teddy 
bear  for  each  new-born  baby  at 
the  local  hospital.  Unichem.  Tel: 
01-391  2323. 


Ultra-trace 

Bennett  Natural  Products  have 
launched  a  new  health  supplement 
called  Ultra-Trace.  The  product 
comes  from  Denmark  where  it  is 
claimed  to  have  been  one  of  the 
best  selling  products  in  1989. 

Ultra-Trace  (120  tables  £5.99 
rsp,  outer  of  6  £20.88  trade) 
contains  65  minerals  and  trace 
elements  extracted  organically 
from  coal.  Each  tablet  contains 
50mg  of  fermentation 
concentrate:  the  principal  trace 
elements  are  nanogram  amounts 
of  boron,  bromine,  lithium  and 
vanadium.  Bennett  Natural 
Products.  Tel:  0254  830122. 


Warner-Lambert  have  produced  a 
retailers  guide  to  the  Hawaiian 
range.  The  latest  advertising 
support  details  are  included  plus 
information  on  the  popular  tanning 
advice  hotline,  offered  as  a  free 
service  to  customers.  The  guide 
gives  product  information  in  a 
handy  chart  format  and  display 
tips.  Warner  Lambert  Health 
Care.  Tel:  0703  620500. 


detailing  the  offer  and  a  sample 
Minadex  teddy  is  available  to 
publicise  the  promotion  in-store. 
The  offer  is  being  sold  in  by 
representatives  to  all  normal 
accounts  and  runs  until  June  1. 

Product  manager  Andrew 
Burgess  says  the  promotion  will 
bring  high  visibility  to  the  Minadex 
range  at  a  peak  selling  period. 
Seven  Seas  Health  Care  Ltd.  Tel: 
0482  75234. 


Haliborange 
takes  to  TV 

Reckitt  &  Colman  Pharma- 
ceuticals are  advertising  their  new 
Haliborange  multivitamin  plus 
calcium  and  iron  on  television  until 
the  end  of  April. 

The  campaign,  running 
nationally,  continues  until  the  end 
of  April  and  will  run  in  conjunction 
with  the  commercial  for  traditional 
Haliborange  A,  C  and  D,  also 
showing  from  January  to  March. 

Both  campaigns  will  be 
supported  with  window  displays  in 
leading  chemists  during  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  say  Reckitt  & 
Colman  Pharmaceuticals.  Tel: 
0482  26151. 

Savlon  goes 
lollipop 

Care  have  unwrapped  a 
sponsorship  deal  to  provide  coats 
for  Birmingham ' s  school  crossing 
patrols  following  the  success  of  a 
similar  scheme  in  Manchester. 
The  specially  designed  coats  will 
carry  the  "Stay  Savlon  Safe" 
message.  Care  Laboratories  Ltd. 
Tel:  0625  535577. 
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STAFF  TRAINING 


Changes  underway  for 
vocational  training 

New  vocational  qualifications  for  pharmacy  assistants 

should  be  available  through  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  and  the  National  Retail 
Training  Council  by  the  Summer.  C&D  finds  out  how  the 
new  qualifications  will  work  in  practice 


performance.  The  standard  for  a 
National  Vocational  Qualification 
(NVQ)  is  set  by  employers,  trades 
unions  and  professionals  acting 
together  in  an  employment  sector 
through  a  "lead  body"  —  for 
retailing  this  is  the  National  Retail 
Trades  Council.  Each  NVQ 
covers  an  area  of  work  at  a  specific 
level  of  achievement  within  an 
overall  framework,  and  trainees 
can  progress  to  higher  levels  and 
other  areas  of  work. 

Two    qualifications  are 


envisaged  for  pharmacy  assistants 
—  those  of  medicines  counter 
assistant  and  pharmacy  general 
assistant,  both  under  the  umbrella 
of  the  National  Retail  Certificate. 
All  NRCs  have  a  "generic" 
component  comprising  general 
retailing  skills.  Bolted  onto  that  for 
the  specialised  pharmacy 
qualifications  will  be  either  product 
knowledge  of  OTC  medicines,  or 
of  non-medicine  lines. 

As  NVQs  are  assessed  in  the 
workplace  there  is  no  set  course. 


The  age  profile  of  Britain's 
workforce  is  about  to  undergo  a 
huge  change  as  a  result  of  the  low 
birth  rate  in  the  late  70s.  Skills 
training  and  qualifications  in  all 
employment  sectors  are  about  to 
become  very  important  indeed. 

The  need  for  training  in 
manufacturing  industry  is  self- 
evident,  but  the  shortage  of  school 
leavers  over  the  next  few  years 
means  that  in  the  retail  sector  too, 
employers  offering  training  for 
recognised  qualifications  are  going 
to  attract  more  interest  from  job 
seekers. 

The  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  has  been  working 
with  the  National  Retail  Training 
Council  (NRTC)  to  produce 
criteria  for  two  vocational 
qualifications  for  counter 
assistants  (C&D  last  week, 
pl56).  These  criteria  have  now 


been  passed  to  the  National 
Council  for  Vocational 
Qualifications  (NCVQ)  for 
accreditation,  probably  in  the 
Summer. 

The  NCVQ  was  set  up  in  1986 
by  the  Government  following  a 
recognition  that  in  an  increasingly 
competitive  world,  Britain  must 
develop  its  workforce  to  its  full 
potential.  The  NCVQ  was  given 
the  task  of  establishing  a  new 
system  of  vocational  qualifications 
based  on  the  standards  needed  in 
employment.  Its  sphere  of 
operation  is  England,  Wales  and 
Northern  Ireland:  Scotland  has  its 
own  Scottish  Vocational 
Education  Council  (SCOTVEC). 

Vocational  qualifications  are 
relevant  to  employment,  and  the 
suitability  of  an  employee  for  a 
certificate  is  determined  by  on- 
the-job      assessments  of 


NOT  ALL  GINSENGS 
HAVE  THE  SAME  BITE. 

One  brand  of  ginseng  gets  its  teeth  into  over  70%  of  the  market. 
Making  it  far  and  away  the  biggest  and  the  best. 
That's  Red  Kooga  Ginseng. 

And  it's  not  hard  to  see  why  Red  Kooga  is  the  ginseng  to  stock  and  sell 
through. 

It's  manufactured  from  only  the  finest  quality  Korean  ginseng. 
It  gives  the  ideal  daily  intake  (600mg)  in  one  dose.  It's  available  in 
a  range  of  presentations,  each 
attractively  packaged. 

Last,  but  not  least,  Red 
Kooga  will  be  promoted 
throughout  the  year. 

And  there's  a  full  point 
of  sale  package  available 
to  really  put  Red  Kooga  in 
front  of  your  customers. 
So  you  can  get  your  teeth 
into  more  of  them  too. 
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'The  training  towards  the 
qualification  is  in  no  way 
jrescriptive,"  says  the  NRTC's 
Denise  Taylor.  "It  is  open  to 
;ompanies  themselves  to  decide 
he  best  way  to  work  towards  the 
agreed  standards. 

"The  great  thing  about  the 
etail  certificate  is  that  there  is  no 
age  constraint.  With  a  dearth  of 
school  leavers  around  all 
ndustries  are  looking  at  older 
mployees.  Companies  like  B&Q 
staff  whole  stores  with  the  over 
50s.  Training  used  to  be  geared 
simply  for  school  leavers,  making 
it  difficult,  for  the  over  40s,  who 
had  to  join  classes  for  teenagers. 
But  because  the  retail  certificate  is 
geared  to  the  job  you  are  doing,  it 
doesn't  matter  how  old  you  are." 

NVQs  currently  operate  on 
four  levels.  The  generic 
component  of  the  retail  certificate 
has  been  accredited  by  the  NCVQ 
at  levels  one  and  two.  Denise 
Taylor  explains:  "Level  one  is 
suitable  for  new  entrants.  It 
;covers  customer  contact  and  cash 
handling.  Level  two  is  appropriate 
for  more  experienced  shop 
assistants,  and  covers  areas  like 
stock  control  and  communication 
skills."  Work  is  in  progress  on 
igeneric  content  for  levels  three 
and  four. 

The  NPA's  head  of  training, 
Ailsa  Benson,  has  been  heavily 
involved  in  planning  for  the 
specialist  pharmacy  qualifications. 


She  says  that  in  pharmacy  terms, 
the  four  levels  of  NVQ  equate  to 
basic  assistant  (new  entrants)  at 
level  one,  more  experienced 
assistants  at  level  two,  dispensary 
assistants  (technicians)  and 
supervisors  at  level  three  and  first 
line  management  at  level  four.  At 
any  level  assistants  would  be 
expected  to  complete  the  generic 
programme  first  before  moving  on 
the  more  specialised  pharmacy 
area. 

"Each  assessment  consists  of 
a  number  of  units  comprising 
various  elements.  Each  element 
has  attached  to  it  a  number  of 
performance  criteria  which  have 
to  be  met  on  a  specific  number  of 
occasions  in  the  work 
environment, "  says  Ms  Benson. 
For  example,  the  medicines 
counter  assistant  assessment  has 
a  "handling  prescriptions"  unit  of 
which  "taking  in  an  NHS 
prescription"  is  one  element. 
This  includes  among  its 
performance  criteria  checking  the 
patient's  name/age,  checking 
whether  the  back  of  the  form  has 
been  completed,  and  charging  the 
right  fee. 

Much  work  remains  to  be 
done  before  the  qualifications  are 
accredited  by  the  NCVQ.  The 
mechanics  of  the  assessment  itself 
is  one.  "The  assumption  has 
always  been  that  it  will  be  the 
workplace  supervisor  who  is 
responsible  for  that  assessment , ' ' 


NPA  training  officer  Ailsa 
Benson,  heavily  involved  in  plan- 
ning pharmacy  qualifications 

says  Ms  Benson. 

"The  current  structure  then 
proposes  a  countersigning  officer, 
who  could  be  from  the  same 
company,  to  monitor  the 
assessments,  and  then  a  validator 
from  outside  who  will  conduct 
random  tests  to  make  sure 
everything  is  being  done  properly. 
Obviously  such  a  structure  will 
create  problems  for  independent 
pharmacy." 

The  future  shape  of  the 
training  available  for  assistants  will 


be  greatly  determined  by  the  way 
NVQs  are  accepted.  Current 
NPA  courses  operate  on  a  very 
different  basis  from  the  vocational 
qualifications,  and  the  two  in  fact 
complement  each  other.  "The 
distinction  is  between  knowledge 
base,"  and  performance  base. 
Our  courses  provide  a  knowledge 
base,"  says  Ms  Benson.  "But 
there  is  no  way  of  telling  whether 
an  assistant  is  putting  that 
knowledge  into  practice . ' ' 

Training  is  expensive,  and 
the  costs  have  yet  to  be 
calculated.  Denise  Taylor  says 
that  for  the  generic  parts  of  the 
retail  certificate,  which  can  be 
gained  independently  of  any 
specialist  extras,  a  fee  of  £50  plus 
travel  is  payable  for  the  visit  to 
approve  the  organisation  or 
company  for  training  purposes. 
Costs  per  trainee  thereafter  are 
£18.15,  plus  a  further  £7.15  for 
the  certificate  itself.  "If  you  look 
at  the  costs  in  comparison  with 
other  qualifications  they  are  quite 
reasonable , ' '  she  says . 

This  is  all  for  the  future.  Banks 
and  building  societies, 
hairdressers  and  garages  already 
display  certificates  of  proficiency. 
Pharmacists  display  their 
certificate  of  registration,  and  in 
the  pharmacies  of  the  future 
certificates  of  staff  vocational 
qualifications  may  take  their  place 
alongside.  If  they  don't,  the 
business  may  not  survive. 
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The  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negnntatrag 
Committee  explains  what  a 
pharmacist  can  do  in  terms 

of  dispensing  this 
prescription  which  carries 
no  details  of  the  quantity 
to  be  dispensed. 


A 


NSWERS 


Q 


UESTIONS 


1.  The  doctor  has  not  written  the 
total  quantity  of  tablets  to  be 
supplied  on  the  prescription.  Can 
the  pharmacist  dispense  a  suitable 
quantity  without  having  to  refer 
the  prescription  back  to  the 
doctor? 

2.  If  the  pharmacist  is  unable  to 
contact  the  prescriber,  can  the 
prescription  still  be  dispensed? 

3.  Can  the  pharmacist  claim  a  CD 
fee  for  dispensing  this 
prescription? 


1.  If  the  pharmacist  cannot  refer 
the  prescription  back  to  the 
doctor,  it  is  in  order  for  the 
pharmacist  to  contact  the  doctor 
and  confirm  the  details  of  the 
quantity  to  be  supplied.  The 
prescription  should  be  endorsed 
"PC"  (prescriber  contacted) 
together  with  the  quantity 
dispensed,  the  date  and  the 
pharmacist's  initials. 

2.  If  the  prescriber  cannot  be 
contacted  in  any  way  then  the 
pharmacist  may  supply  no  more 
than  five  days'  supply  of 
medication.  The  pharmacist 
would  have  to  endorse  the 
quantity  supplied  and  "PNC" 
(prescriber  not  contacted)  and  this 
endorsement  would  have  to  be 
initialled  and  dated  by  the 
pharmacist. 

3.  Diazepam  preparations  are  part 
of  the  benzodiazepine  group  of 
drugs.  These  are  included  in 
Schedule  4  of  the  Controlled 
Drugs  schedules,  which  does  not 
attract  a  CD  fee  when  prescribed 
on  an  NHS  prescription. 


mm 


vm  vm  '// 


solmon  pure 

.^^^      fish  I  oil  capsuled 


ft  major  health  food  publication  advertising  and  editorial 
campaign  has  been  launched  to  promote  the  latest 
supei  ioi  fish  oil  product  —  SaliiM  Pure. 

Four  capsules  taken  as  part  of  regular  daily  diet  is 
equivalent  to  eating  half  a  pound  of  fresh  salmon. 

SalKMi  fwm  fish  oil  has  the  richest  source  of  Omega-3,  a 
combination  of  acids  credited  with  giving  fish  oil  its 
amazing  properties. 
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GUILD  GROUP  DELEGATES  MEETING 


Hospital  pharmacists  look  to 
standards  to  fight  privatisation 

For  its  39th  Group  Delegates  Meeting,  the  Guild  of  Hospital  Pharmacists  went  on  the 
road.  With  its  oldest  regional  organisation,  the  Liverpool  Group,  celebrating  its  60th 
anniversary,  the  Guild  took  the  opportunity  to  add  the  scientific-based  Day  Conference 
on  the  Friday  to  make  it  a  weekend  in  the  city  of  the  Scousers.  C&D  reports 


Hospital  pharmacists  have  been 
warned  to  state  very  clearly, 
whenever  the  subject  of 
privatisation  crops  up,  that 
professional  standards  and  a  full 
service  must  be  maintained. 

Addressing  delegates  at  the 
Guild  of  Hospital  Pharmacists 
Group  Delegates  Meeting  last 
Saturday,  MSF  national  officer 
John  Chowcat  said  that 
pharmacists  should  use  their 
strong  views  on  professional 
standards  to  exert  pressure  on 
health  authorities  and  health 
boards  to  maintain  them, 
regardless  of  the  status  of  the  rest 
of  the  service. 

Responding  to  four  motions  on 
the  changes  in  the  NHS,  Mr 
Chowcat  said  that  the  National 
Health  Service  and  Community 
Care  Bill  was  the  most  serious  of 
subjects.  "MSF  has  two 
sponsored  MPs  on  the  Standing 
Committee  currently  discussing 
the  Bill  and  they  report  that  the 
Government  is  standing  very  firm 
and  that  the  Bill  will  be  enacted  in 
the  Spring. ' '  Implementation  too 
would  be  rapid. 

Mr  Chowcat  recalled  a 
document  on  the  privatisation  of 
hospital  pharmacy  submitted  by 
the  Ayr  and  Arran  Health  Board  to 
the  Scottish  Home  and  Health 
Department.  "It  said  they  had 
spoken  to  representatives  of 


leading  pharmaceutical  companies 
who  had  said  they  were  interested 
in  particular  aspects  of  the 
service.  It  talks  about 
procurement,  stock  holding, 
manufacturing  services.  But  it 
also  says  that  any  health  board  or 
health  authority  might  wish  to 


Staff  side  chairman  Bob 
Timson  outlines  the  revised 
claim  (see pl94) 


explore  the  possibility  of  interest 
in  the  clinical  services.  If  there 
was  that  kind  of  interest  boards 
should  talk  to  the  pharmacists  at 
SHHD  because  'legal  and 
professional'  issues  would  need  to 
be  addressed. 

"It  falls  on  us  to  say  clearly 
that  we  have  strong  views  about 
maintaining  professional 
standards  and  a  full  service , "  Mr 
Chowcat  said. 

In  the  debate  which  preceded 
Mr  Chowcat's  address,  it  was 
obvious,  through  a  series  of 
unanimous  votes,  that  Guild 
Groups  felt  they  needed  much 
more  information  on  how  to 
handle  questions  of  privatisation. 
Mr  Chowcat  agreed. 

'  'At  MSF  we  are  continuing  to 
monitor  all  documents  coming  out 
of  the  DoH.  The  latest  makes  it 
clear  that  the  obligation  to  provide 
professional  training  will  continue 
to  fall  mainly  on  the  NHS;  private 
help  will  be  encouraged. 

"But  everything  in  the 
Government  proposals  point  to  an 
extension  of  the  private  sector.  It 
is  only  right  that  all  providers  of 
health  care  should  have  to  train 
staff  to  the  necessary  standard, 
and  not  just  at  the  pre-reg  stage, 
but  throughout  a  career.  We  may 
see  a  very  different  pattern  of 
training  throughout  the  country  as 
regions  decide  on  different 


requirements,"  Mr  Chowcat 
said.  He  said  he  could  find  no 
alternative  to  '  'putting  our  backs 
into  the  task  of  maintaining 
professional  standards,  on  top  of 
all  our  other  jobs." 

Earlier,  proposing  a  motion 
urging  Guild  Council  to  advise  the 
membership  of  the  implications  of 
a  shift  from  the  NHS  as  a  national 
entity  to  multiple  and  corporate 
entities,  Andrew  Willet 
(Yorkshire)  said  that  there  could 
be  little  doubt  that  '  'we  are  in  for 
the  most  dramatic  change  in  the 
NHS  since  1948.  It  would  be 
useful  to  have  information  on  how 
to  deal  with  it." 

In  asking  Guild  Council  to 
prepare  a  strategy  to  deal  with 
developments  on  privatisation, 
Gerard  Lee  (Liverpool)  said  his 
group  was  not  against  change. 
'  'What  concerns  us  is  the  rate  and 
manner  of  the  change  in  the  health 
service  at  the  moment;  change 
based  on  no  logical  management 
reason,  but  for  political 
expediency". 

From  a  common  base,  you 
could,  in  future,  find  completely 
different  management  needs 
within  neighbouring  hospitals. 
"We  may  need  to  move  quickly 
and  I  don't  think  we  have  the 
information  to  do  that,"  Mr  Lee 
said.  Both  motions  were  passed 
unanimously. 

The  South  Wales  Group 
proposed  a  motion  designed  to  lay 
down  standards  for  any  future 
service.  It  was  later  amended  to 
include  an  interpretation  by  Guild 
Council  that  the  minimum  set 
standards  should  be  as  laid  down 
in  the  regional  pharmaceutical 
officers  standards  document,  or 
its  equivalent  in  the  different  UK 
countries. 

Proposing  the  motion,  Steve 
Rutter  said  that  the  South  Wales 
Group  was  afraid  of  fragmentation 
and  loss  of  parts  of  the  service  if 
privatisation  occurred.  This  could 
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A  pharmaceutical  wholesaler  in  the  West  Midlands. 
A  pharmaceutical  wholesaler  in  West  Sussex. 
The  proprietor  of  a  pharmacy  in  North  London. 
The  proprietor  of  a  pharmacy  in  Essex. 
The  proprietor  of  a  pharmacy  in  Glasgow. 
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leave  clinical  pharmacy  services, 
which  were  difficult  to  evaluate  in 
monetary  terms,  being  left  high 
and  dry. 

The  president  of  the  Guild, 
V'lain  Fenton-May,  chairing  the 
meeting,  said  that  his  Executive 
Committee  had  got  together  on  a 
number  of  occasions  to  gain 
knowledge  on  what  was 
happening,  but  it  was  extremely 
difficult  to  keep  abreast  of  the 
rapid  changes.  He  said  the  Guild 
hoped  to  set  up  an  advice  line 
which  would  put  members  in 
touch  with  experts  throughout  the 
country  with  knowledge  of  a 
particular  problem. 

■  A  motion  calling  for  Guild 
Council  to  maintain  an  on-going 
commitment  to  support  the 
campaign  for  the  appropriate 
marketing  of  pharmaceuticals  in 
the  Third  World  was  carried. 

■  After  a  split  among  the 
delegates  over  a  motion  calling  for 
Guild  Council  to  press  the  joint 
commission  for  the  British 
National  Formulary  to  ensure  all 
benzodiazepines  (except  those 
used  for  epilepsy)  should  carry  the 
additional  label  "Warning.  Long- 
term  use  may  lead  to 
dependence"  was  referred  to 
Guild  Council. 

The  pro-lobby  argued  that  as 
dependence  was  a  known  side- 
effect    of  benzodiazepines, 


pharmacists  had  a  duty  —  if  not 
yet  a  legal  responsibility  —  to  take 
steps  to  warn  the  patient.  The 
anti-lobby  were  concerned  about 
the  effect  such  a  warning  might 
have  on  a  long-term  user,  and 
considered  doctors  should  take 
more  responsibility. 

■  Delegates  agreed  a  motion 
calling  for  standards  of 
appearance,  bioequi valence  and 
identification  of  generically 
equivalent  medicines. 

■  Delegates  agreed  that  Guild 
Council  should  make 
representations  to  the  Medicines 
Control  Agency  to  ensure  a 
change  of  product  name  is 
mandatory  if  significant  changes 
are  made  to  the  formulation  of  an 
existing  product. 

Proposing  the  motion,  Philip 
Seed  (South  Yorkshire)  said  that 
everyone  was  aware  of  the 
problems  that  had  been  caused 
this  year,  particularly  by  a  brand  of 
eyedrops.  He  said  such  changes 
meant  "the  prescriber  has  no  idea 
what  he  is  ordering  and  the 
pharmacist  doesn't  know  what  to 
dispense." 

■  A  lack  of  information  about  the 
proposed  use  of  the  restricted  tide 
"hospital  pharmacist'  coming  into 
force  in  the  EC  in  1992,  will  be 
remedied  shortly,  the  Guild 
president  V'lain  Fenton-May  said 
in  response  to  a  motion. 


Retainer  scheme  to  help 
career  breakers 


An  NHS  retainer  scheme 
formalising  a  structure  for  career 
breaks  and  thereby  encouraging  a 
worker  to  return  to  the  NHS  will 
shortly  be  finalised. 

Announcing  the  move  after  a 
debate  on  encouraging  re-entry  to 
hospital  pharmacy,  Guild  general 


secretary  Dr  David  Bird  said  that 
work  was  being  discussed  by  the 
General  Whitley  Council. 

"It's  a  particularly  good  time 
from  a  trade  union  point  of  view  to 
be  bargaining  about  career 
breaks,"  he  told  delegates 
"General  Whitley  has  set  up  a 


Guild  president  V'lain  Fenton-May  addresses  delegates,  flanked  by 
(left  to  right)  MSF 'national  officer  John  Chowcat,  staff  side  chairman 
Bob  Timson,  Guild  general  secretary  Dr  David  Bird  (partially 
hidden),  professional  secretary  Arthur  Williams  and  vice-president 
John  Gilby 
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NEW  PERSONALITY,  NEW  PRODUCTS, 


Minadex  is  growing  up!  Born 
from  the  famous  Minadex  Tonic, 
there's  now  a  choice  of  health 
supplements,  in  a  syrup  made 
with  real  orange  juice  and 
one-a-day,  chewable  orange 
tablets,  it's  the  only  range  made 


exclusively  for  children  -  exclusively 
from  Seven  Seas,  your  adult  brand 
leader. 

1988  COMA  report  (DHSS) 
recommends  extra  vitamins  for  all 
babies  aged  6  months  to  at  least  2 
years  and  preferably  up  to  5. 


—  Recent  DHSS  report  found 
high  percentages  of  schoolchild 
very  deficient  in  many  essential 
vitamins  and  minerals. 

—  Minadex  is  the  only  range 
children  of  all  ages. 
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ubcommittee  and  we  are  going 
uite  quickly,  unusually.  We  are 
xpecting  a  retainer  scheme  to  be 
greed  at  the  next  General 
Whitley  meeting  in  April.  It  won't 
titch  everything  up  at  a  national 
>vel  but  it  will  be  an  agreement 
;hich  will  provide  a  framework  for 
■)cal  arrangements."  Dr  Bird  said 
he  subcommittee  was  currently 
.egotiating  the  terms  of  the 
cheme  etc. 

Council  had  been  asked  to 
ivestigate  ways  of  encouraging 
areer  break  pharmacists  to  enter 
>r  re-enter  hospital  pharmacy. 

Proposing  the  motion, 
Stephen  Cook  (West  Midlands) 
;aid  with  the  reduction  in  the  birth 
ate  filtering  through  the  system, 
lospital  pharmacy  would  have  to 
ook  elsewhere  to  fill  vacancies. 
'It  seems  to  us  the  best  way  to  do 
ihis  is  to  look  at  people  who  have 
left  hospital  pharmacy  either  for  a 
:areer  break  or  to  another  branch 
if  the  professions. " 

Mr  Cook  said  hospital 
oharmacists  had  to  think  seriously 
ibout  flexible  working  if  this 
■xperience  was  to  be  tapped. 

Celia  Timson,  now  a  unit 
general  manager,  explained  that 
;he  had  taken  a  career  break  and 
>he  paid  tribute  to  the  pharmacy 
uanager  that  had  let  her  come  into 
lospital  pharmacy  first  as  a 
sessional  pharmacist. 


Clinical  input  in  CAP  dia 
proves  useful 


Estimated  savings  of  £50,000 
were  made  during  the  first  year  of 
a  clinical  pharmacist's  input  to  a 
continuous  ambulatory  peritoneal 
dialysis  service  in  Northern 
Ireland. 

Michael  Mawhinney,  of 
Belfast  City  Hospital,  told  the 
Guild  of  Hospital  Pharmacists  Day 
Conference  that  the  renal  unit  had 
80  patients  in  the  Province 
undergoing  haemodialysis  and  65 
now  using  CAPD,  the  process  in 
which  the  dialysis  fluid  is 
introduced  into  the  peritoneal 
cavity,  left  for  three  or  four  hours 
and  then  drained.  "It's  the 
dialysis  of  the  future.  Any  patient 
who  swaps  just  can't  describe  the 
change  it  has  made  to  their  lives, ' ' 
he  said. 

Before  Mr  Mawhinney  was 
appointed  as  clinical  pharmacist, 
patients  were  responsible  for 
keeping  their  own  fluid  supplied 
topped  up,  often  relying  on  the 
vagaries  of  the  hospital  transport 


system  for  deliveries. 
Consequent  overstocking  was  Mr 
Mawhinney's  first  problem,  but 
he  identified  as  his  other  roles  as 
counselling  patients,  advising 
medical  and  nursing  staff, 
eliminating  waste  and  monitoring 
costs. 

Baxter  Healthcare  contracted 
to  supply  the  fluids  including  the 
delivery  to  patients  as  well. 
Discounts  on  other  fluids  were 
also  achieved  in  the  same  deal 
adding  to  the  cost-benefits. 
"Patients  are  now  contacted 
every  month  by  the  pharmacist 
checking  on  usage.  Once  this 
supply  side  was  sorted  out,  I  got 
more  involved  in  the  clinical  side, ' ' 
Mr  Mawhinney  said.  "I  now  go 
out  with  the  nurse  the  decide  on 
the  suitability  of  a  particular 
patient  for  the  programme.  I'm 
looking  for  storage  facilities  and  a 
good  place  for  the  preparation 
work  involved.  I'm  involved  in 
patient  training,  counselling  on 


discharge,  and  I  liaise  with  the 
patient's  local  pharmacist  in  their 
•home  town.  It  makes  the 
transition  that  much  easier  for 
patients. 

Mr  Mawhinney  provided 
figures  to  show  his  service  was 
appreciated .  Some  56  per  cent  of 
respondents  said  their  monthly 
meeting  with  the  pharmacist  at 
their  clinic  appointment  were 
beneficial. 

Mr  Mawhinney  said  that, 
excluding  his  salary  cost, 
calculations  had  revealed  a  saving 
of  £52, 300  in  his  first  year  in  post, 
with  £16,000  saved  from  the  drug 
lull  through  the  negotiated 
contract,  £16,000  saved  from 
transport  costs,  and  better  stock 
utilisation  accounting  for  another 
£15,000. 

Mr  Mawhinney's  report,  first 
published  in  the  Health  Services 
Journal,  was  adjudged  runner-up 
for  the  Guild  —  Duncan  Flockhart 
Award  for  best  published  paper. 
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Massive  advertising  support 
udes  National  TV  running  to 
i  of  February.  Plus  Press,  PR 
J  POS  adding  impact  to 


popular  window  inflatable. 

Recommend  Minadex  Tonic 
when  kids  need  building  up  after 
illness,  and  new  Minadex  health 
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Vaccine  study 
improves 
inic  fridges 


The  results  of  a  study  into  the 
handling  of  vaccines  in  community 
clinics  has  led  to  several  changes 
in  practice  which  could  save 
thousands  a  year. 

During  her  pre-registration 
year,  pharmacist  Jane  Whitfield, 
now  of  Leicester  Royal  Infirmary, 
investigated  vaccine  storage  in 
community  health  clinics  in  North 
Tyneside.  in  general,  there 
were  no  proper  procedures.  The 
fridges  were  unreliable  with  a  lack 
of  security,  and  they  were  often 
used  for  the  storage  of 
inappropriate  items  like  milk  and 
sandwiches,"  Ms  Whitfield  told 
the  Guild  of  Hospital  Pharmacists 


John  Davison,  marketing 
operations  manager  for  Ciba- 
Geigy,  presents  the  Guild  of 
Hospital  Pharmacists/ 'Ciba- 
Geigy  Award  to  Rowena  Farr, 
senior  information  pharmacist  at 
the  Welsh  Regional  Drug 
Information  Centre  in  Cardiff, 
for  her  investigaton  into  methods 
of  monitoring  the  introduction  of 
new  drugs  into  hospital 
formularies 


Day  Conference. 

Only  15  per  cent  of  the  clinics 
had  locks  on  their  fridges,  none  of 
the  fridges  had  a  tamper-free 
power  supply,  only  one  in  three 
had  a  maximum/minimum 
thermometer,  and  over  half  were 
used  for  storing  inappropriate 
items.  Ms  Whitfield  added  that  in 
the  nine  months  of  the  survey, 
three  incidents  of  the  power  being 
switched  off  cost  £1,330  in  lost 
vaccines  and  one  of  stores  not 
being  unpacked  on  delivery  cost  a 
further  £375. 

Since  her  study,  Ms  Whitfield 
reported  that  a  "cold  chain" 
distribution  system  —  with  fridges 
in  delivery  vans  —  was  being 
introduced,  security  and 
monitoring  of  the  fridges  had  been 
improved,  and  delivery 
arrangements  organised  by 
mutual  arrangement.  Her  work 
had  also  been  used  as  part  of  the 
evidence  of  the  need  to  appoint  a 
community  services  pharmacist, 
who  is  now  in  post. 


For  all  scaly 
scalp  conditions 

v  A  lightly  fragranced  formula 
with  the  strength  of  coal  tar. 
J  Docs  not  stain  the  skin, 
clothes  or  hath. 
4  Leaves  the  hair  shiny  and 
easy  to  manage. 
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The  effective  scalp  treatment  in  a  cosmetic  shampoo. 


Pharmacists 
supported  by 
MP  Hoyle 

Pharmacists,  in  common  with 
many  other  health  service 
workers  represented  by  the 
Manufacturing,  Science,  Finance 
union,  are  not  often  recognised  by 
the  public  for  the  jobs  they  do, 
says  MSF  joint-president  Doug 
Hoyle  MP. 

Mr  Hoyle  told  pharmacists 
attending  a  dinner  in  celebration  of 
the  Diamond  Jubilee  of  the 
Liverpool  Group:  "When  you're 
representing  the  junior  doctors, 
it's  easy  to  get  mentions  in  the 
media.  Not  so  for  MSF,  with 
members  among  the  pharmacists, 
medical  laboratory  scientific 
officers  and  speech  therapists. 
It's  one  of  the  things  we  as  a  trade 
union  have  got  to  address . ' ' 


Ointment  slab  dilutions 
under  question 


Extemporaneously  dispensed 
steroid  dilutions  should  be  avoided 
wherever  possible  as  the  effect  is 
unpredictable,  according  to  a 
study  at  Dudley  Road  Hospital, 
Birmingham. 

Susan  Watkiss  used  a  measure 
of  blanching  potential  on  the  skin 
of  the  forearm  to  measure  the 
clinical  efficacy  of  dilutions  of 
corticosteroids.  "Dermatologists 
use  such  preparations  of  lower 
strengths  to  prevent  side  effects 
and  lower  clinical  efficacy,  but 
extemporaneous  dispensing  can 
destroy  the  pharmaceutical 
properties  and  introduce  microbial 
contamination,"  Ms  Watkiss  said. 

The  test  was  performed  using 
0.1ml  of  each  ointment  in  question 
-  1  in  4  and  1  in  10  dilutions  of 
Synalar  ointment  in  Lipobase  and 
Ung  Merck  —  spread  on  the  arm 
and  covered  for  three  hours,  with 


readings  taken  up  to  75  hours 
after  removing  the  covering  tape. 

In  the  Lipobase  studies,  a  1  in 
4  dilution  gave  readings  illustrating 
no  significant  difference  in  clinical 
activity  from  undiluted  ointment, 
while  a  1  in  10  dilution  gave  a 
blanching  profile  little  different 
from  the  base  itself.  With  Ung 
Merck,  both  dilutions  revealed 
effective  potencies  almost  the 
same  as  for  Ung  Merck  alone. 

Ms  Watkiss  admitted  that 
neither  of  the  diluents  tested  is 
that  recommended  by  the 
manufacturers  of  Synalar 
ointment,  but  she  said  that 
dermatologists  often  have  their 
own  favourites.  This  study  had 
been  requested  by  consultants  at 
Dudley  Road  and  she  was 
confident  they  would  change  their 
prescribing  when  they  were 
presented  with  the  results. 


The  theophylline  window:  an 
open  and  shut  case 


More  evidence  is  needed  to  justify 
the  recognised  serum  levels  of  the 
"therapeutic  window"  for 
theophylline,  according  to 
pharmacist  John  Hampson. 

Mr  Hampson's  review  of  the 
literature,  which  won  him  the 
Guild  of  Hospital  Pharmacists 
Duncan  Flockhart  award  for  best 
published  paper,  found  little 
evidence  for  the  recognised 
minimum  therapeutic  serum  level 
in  asthma  of  lOmg  per  litre  or  the 
maximum  of  20mg  per  litre. 


Dr  Hampson  said  the  number 
of  patients  used  to  justify  the 
lOmg  lower  limit  as  opposed  to 
any  other  lower  limit,  was  five 
adults  and  24  children.  He  also 
questioned  whether  a  calculated 
10  per  cent  possibility  of  toxicity' 
when  levels  are  inside  the  window 
was  an  acceptable  risk,  especially 
since  seizures  had  been  shown  to 
occur  without  prior  nausea. 

Mr  Hampson's  original  paper 
was  published  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  in  1988. 


John  Hampson  (right),  now  teacher  practitioner  in  pharmacy  at  the 
Maelor  Hospital,  Wrexham,  receives  the  Duncan  Flockhart  Award  for 
his  paper  "The  theophylline  therapeutic  window  —  fact  of  fallacy? 
from  DrDarrall  Higson,  medical  director,  Glaxo  Laboratories 
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Pharmacy 
investment 
via  BES? 

write  with  regard  to  the  recently 
proposed  pharmacy  BES, 
managed  by  Paydens  and 
sponsored  by  the  merchant  bank 
Chancery.  I  have  nothing  against 
the  Business  Expansion  Scheme, 
having  personally  made  about  25 
investments  in  a  variety  of 
companies  over  the  last  three 
years,  (none  having  failed  yet). 
Some  of  these  investments  have 
been  made  via  Chancery  who  are 
highly  regarded  in  the  BES  field. 

Having  read  about  100 
prospectuses  over  the  years,  and 
having  carefully  read  the 
prospectus  for  The  Broad  Oak 
Pharmacy  group  of  companies,  I 
would  strongly  advise  caution  to 
prospective  investors.  Before 
detailing  my  criticisms  I  would  also 
point  out  that  I  have  been  for  20 
years  pharmacist  director  of  my 
own  retail  group  producing 
healthy  profits  with  cash  on  the 
balance  sheet,  so  have  first  hand 
knowledge  of  retail  pharmacy. 

Readers  should  understand 
that  the  valuable  tax  concessions, 
up  to  40  per  cent  income  tax  relief 
on  entry  and  no  Capital  Gains  Tax 
on  exit  after  five  years,  are  not 
given  away  lightly.  BES  is  a  risk 
business  and  quite  a  few 
companies  do  fail,  or  struggle  to 
find  a  good  exit  route.  The 
investor  must  work  out  if  the 
risk/reward  ratio  is  on  his  side.  In 
my  opinion,  regarding  this 
prospectus,  the  answer  is  no. 

Firstly  the  investor  should 
bear  in  mind  that  he  will  lose  at 
least  9  per  cent  of  his  investment 
straight  away  in  issue  costs.  This 
is  a  bit  on  the  top  side  for  an  issue 
of  this  size. 

The  second  point  to  consider 
is  whether  the  managers  Paydens 
or  any  of  the  directors  are  risking 
any  of  their  own  money? 
Unfortunately  the  answer  is  no; 
no  meaningful  investment  is  being 
made  by  Paydens  or  the  directors. 

Thirdly,  on  pl3  of  the 
prospectus  a  table  is  produced 
showing  the  dilution  effect  of 
values  attributable  to  the  Ordinary 
shareholders  due  to  exercise  of 
Founder  shares  owned  by 
Paydens.  This  shows  no  dilution 
before  a  £1.61  value  is  reached 
and  progressively  bites  from  then 
on.  For  example  at  a  £3  value  for 
the  Ordinary  shares,  (a  good 
result  if  achievable),  Paydens 
would  take  61p  leaving  the 
Ordinary  shareholders  with 
£2.39. 

So  far  you  might  think  all  this 
very  fair,  but  the  footnote  at  the 
bottom  of  the  table  states  that  it 
does  not  take  into  account  the 


further  share  options  due  to 
Chancery,  the  sponsors,  who 
have  a  "second  bite  at  the 
cherry". 

The  details  of  this  option  are 
detailed  three  pages  further  on,  on 
pl6.  Briefly  Chancery  have  the 
option  to  buy  up  to  10  per  cent  of 
the  shares  at  a  fixed  price  of  £1  if 
the  Ordinary  share  value  rise  to 
£1.50  or  more.  The  maths  is  a  bit 
complicated,  (and  the  prospectus 
is  no  help  in  this  respect),  but  I 
calculate  that  this  further  dilution 
would  bring  the  aforementioned 
£2.39downto£2.19.Soofthe£3 
share  value,  the  Ordinary 
Shareholder  who  puts  up  the 
money  only  sees  60  per  cent  of  the 
increase  in  value  from  the  original 
£1,  leaving  40  per  cent  to  be 
shared  between  Paydens  and 
Chancery. 

If  you  still  think  the  investor  is 
having  a  "fair  piece  of  the  action" 
then  read  on.  When  we  come  to 
look  at  the  running  expenses  for 
each  proposed  pharmacy  in  the 
group,  remember  to  multiply 
these  figures  by  a  factor  of  ten,  as 
ten  separate  pharmacy  companies 
are  proposed.  Directors  fees  for 
the  three  directors  total  £4,000 
initially  per  pharmacy,  but  these 
may  be  increased  at  the  directors' 
discretion  up  to  a  maximum  total 
of  £10,000  per  pharmacy 
company. 

A  1  percent  "finder's  fee"  is 
paid  to  Paydens  for  each 
pharmacy  located.  Some  £5,000 
per  annum  per  pharmacy,  (index- 
linked  of  course),  is  also  paid  to 
Paydens  for  general  management 
services.  Up  to  a  further  5.5  per 
cent  of  gross  profit  may  also  be 
paid  to  Paydens  for  accountacy, 
payroll  and  other  services. 

I  would  have  preferred  to  have 
seen  increases  in  directors' 
remuneration  voted  for  by 
ordinary  shareholders  if  merit 
were  due. 

I  would  also  have  liked 
Payden's  management 
remuneration  to  be  based  on  say 
20  per  cent  of  net  profits.  Gross 
profits  can  have  a  nasty  habit  of 
disappearing  when  we  come  down 
to  the  "bottom  line"  and  even 
turning  into  net  losses.  This 
arrangement  would  have 
"incentivised"  management  to 
keep  a  tight  rein  on  overheads. 

One  must  also  remember  that 
Paydens'  wholesale  division  will 
probably  do  some  profitable  extra 
business  with  very  little  increase 
in  overheads,  due  to  the  high  ratio 
of  fixed  costs  in  wholesaling. 

In  conclusion  and  in  my  opinion 
only:  an  excellent  deal  for 
Paydens:  very  little  to  lose  and 
expansion  on  the  cheap.  For  the 
ordinary  shareholder  who  puts  up 
the  money,  I  let  you,  the  reader, 
be  the  judge.  Again,  my  opinion 
only,  investors  contemplating  a 
BES  investment  in  the  South  East 
could  do  far  worse  than  look  at 
several  of  the  BES  residential 


property  assured  tenancy 
schemes. 

One  final  word  to  close:  all 
BES  prospectuses  carry  a  'health 
warning'  by  law.  BES  is  a  high  risk 
investment  and  you  can  lose  all 
your  money.  Yes,  in  some 
circumstances  you  can  even  lose 
the  tax  relief  as  well!  Only  invest 
after  taking  appropriate 
professional  advice,  and  only  then 
' ' spare  cash' '  that  you  can  afford 
to  lose.  Don't  put  all  of  your 
money  in  one  basket.  If  a  scheme 
is  "too  good  to  be  true",  then  it 
probably  is! 

D.P.  Forrest 

Birmingham 


Full  and  frank 
discussions 

It  was  interesting  to  read  your 
Comment,  January  27,  regarding 
the  current  discussions  presently 
underway  between  Boots  and  the 
Society's  Council.  Your 
comments  imply  that  the  Council 
and  Messrs  Boots  are  at  odds  with 
one  another.  This  is  as  far  from 
the  truth  as  it  could  be. 

The  Council,  through  the 
Ethics  Committee  of  which  I  am 
chairman,  has  been  having 
confidential  discussions  with 
Messrs  Boots  for  some  months 
now,  over  the  implementation  of 
their  new  philosophy  of  selling 
OTC  medicines  from  self-service 
gondolas.  The  discussions  have 
been  far  ranging  and  quite  frank, 
covering  the  interpretation  of  the 
Code  of  Ethics  in  the  light  of  this 
new  development. 

Council  is  well  aware  of  the 
commercial  pressures  upon  both 
Boots  and  all  community 
pharmacies,  but  has  refrained 
from  making  any  firm 
recommendations  until  all  the 
facts  are  before  us  and,  in  the  case 
of  Messrs  Boots,  until  this 
Stratford  upon  Avon  store  has 
finished  refitting.  Thereupon  a 
number  (to  be  decided)  of  my 
Council  colleagues  will  make  a  site 
visit  to  see  the  new  layout  in 
action. 

Discussions  of  this  sort  are 
good  for  the  profession,  but  in  the 
end  the  Council,  which  ultimately 
represents  the  profession,  will 
have  to  make  a  decision  which  will 
hold  for  all  the  profession  and  not 
just  the  big  boys. 

Members  can  be  assured  that 
there  are  Council  members  who 
do  live  in  the  real  world  and  wish 
to  make  decisions  that  are  good 
for  the  profession  and  not  for  the 
supermarket  and  drug  store 
chains. 


A.D.  Allen 

London  E18 
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Premiere's  premier  —  chemist  boost 


The  new  entrance  hall  to  the  Frankfurt  show  ground  —  the  door  way 
to  Premiere  1990 


Lancombe  make  a  grand  entrance 


The  Frankfurt  Spring  Fair,  January  27-31,  has  been  restructured  with  housewares  split  off  to  a  separate  February 
event,  Ambiente,  and  with  fresh  backing  for  the  three  remaining  elements  —  stationery,  presents,  and  perfumes, 
cosmetics,  and  haircare.  In  particular  chemist  lines  benefitted  from  a  switch  to  a  larger  hall,  boosting  the  number  of 
exhibitors  from  275  in  1988  to  491  this  year,  43  per  cent  from  outside  Germany.  The  aim  is  to  make  Premiere  the 

European  trade  fair  for  cosmetics  and  perfumery 


"Chemist  lines"  were  displayed 
on  the  two  main  15,000  sqm  floors 
of  Hall  4 .  Hair  salon  requisites  had 
the  top  deck  to  themselves  while 
the  first  floor  was  dominated  by 
toiletries  and  cosmetics  stands 
with  high  class  chemist  sundries 
taking  the  remaining  third. 

Pride  of  place  went  to  three 
first  time  exhibitors.  Lancombe 
and  Marbert  flanked  the  main 
entrance  with  200  sqm  stands 
given  over  to  supplying  invited 
agency  representatives  with  light 
refreshments.  Kanebowere  next 
in  line  with  a  smaller,  Oriental- 
look  stand  doing  much  the  same 
job  and  featuring  La  Creme  —  a 
£300,  40ml  cream  containing 
ingredients  identified  in  babies' 
skin  —  launched  last  year  for 
image,  but  now  said  to  be  a 
turnover  product  as  people  "try 
to  do  the  best  for  themselves". 

Kanebo's  Yukio  Yonogi  said 
people  were  turning  to  quality 
regardless  of  price.  As  for 
Premiere,  Kanebo  were  happy  to 
be  exhibiting:  w It  is  a  very  good 
show." 

Lancombe 's  West  German 
sales  director  said  their  aim  at 
Premiere  was  not  to  sell,  but  just 
to  "be  there"  for  their  specially 
invited  1,300  agency  customers 
who  account  for  10  per  cent  of  the 
company's  business.  He  intends 
to  be  back  next  year  with  a  bigger 
and  better  stand  but  says  the 
company  has  no  special  plans  for 
1992  —  at  least  nothing  that  they 
are  not  doing  already. 

Marbert's  export  head  Harro 
Seitz  had  also  invited  all  his  2 ,200 
domestic  agencies,  but  was 
looking  for  new  clients  as  well, 


including  international  contacts.  In 
particular  he  was  seeking  a  British 
distributor  following  Marbert's 
withdrawal  from  the  UK  market  at 
the  start  of  1989.  And  yes, 
Marbert  will  be  back  next  year, 
accompanied,  they  hope,  by  more 
"big  boys"  to  give  the  show  an 
even  more  international  flavour. 

The  British  contingent  was 
headed  by  Bronnley,  Eylure, 
Laughton,  Linco-Impex,  London 
Rubber  Company,  Montagne 
Jeunesse,  and  Richards  & 
Appleby. 

Linco-Impex  launched  Movie 
Star  no  colour  mascara  at  the 
show.  Selling  for  £1.29  the  clear 


mascara  contains  glycerin  and 
comes  in  dozens  (£9.62  trade)  or 
in  a  three  dozen  display  stand 
(£28.86). 

LRC  condoms  are  marketed  in 
Germany  under  German  brand 
names  —  the  range  only  features 
one  Durex  product.  However,  the 
Marigold  glove  brand  is  on  the 
German  market  where  the 
company  also  distributes  Mam, 
Neutrogena  and  Colourworks. 
LRC  say  they  would  have 
preferred  the  show  at  the  end  of 
February  and  linked  to  the 
housewares  exhibition. 

Eylure  say  that  Premiere 
"looks  so  much  better"  but 


Montagne  Jeunesse  deputy 
marketing  manager  Jonathan 
Harper-Hill  with  the  company's 
chemist  stand  featuring  products 
carrying  Save  the  Rain  Forest 
stickers  worth  20p  to  the  appeal 


One  of  the  Linco-Impex  team  with 
their  Calypso  sunpreps  range.  The 
company  is  hoping  to  expand  its 
export  market  (currently  23 per  cent 
of  business)  as  1992  approaches 


wonder  whether  their  buyers  will 
favour  the  revamped  show  or 
Ambiente. 

The  Laughton  stand  featured 
Stratton  and  Lady  Jayne.  The 
company  is  looking  to  market 
'  'quite  aggressively"  in  Europe  in 
view  of  1992  and  have  bought 
distributors  GMD  to  boost 
European  distribution. 

Bronnley  are  relative 
newcomers  to  the  German 
market  starting  last  year  with 
eight  salesmen. 

Similarly  Richards  &  Appleby 
say  they  are  trying  out  the 
German  market.  Exports  to  70 
countries  account  for  25  per  cent 
of  their  business  with  the  US  their 
biggest  overseas  market  at 
present  —  they  say  this  could 
change. 

Other  British  companies 
represented  included  potpourri 
manufacturers  Herbfarm  and 
Meadow  Herbs,  while  Crabtree 
and  Evelyn  and  Browns  of 
Melbourne  led  with  "Old 
English"  designer  packs 
displayed  on  country  cottage 
dressers. 

Belgium  manufacturers 
Galenco  plan  to  launch  a  couple  of 
new  lines  into  the  UK  in  May. 
They  export  to  46  countries  with 
their  domestic  market  taking  just 
12  per  cent  of  their  business. 

So  far  show  organiser  Walter 
Heufer  pronounces  the  new  look 
Premiere  a  success  with 
attendances  in  the  first  two  days 
80  per  cent  up  on  1989.  The  target 
number  of  trade  visitors  was 
30,000  over  the  four  days  —  a 
number  Messe  Frankfurt 
expected  comfortably  to  exceed. 
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Natural 
Beauty  for 
sale 

The  Bridgend  company  Natural 
Beauty  Products,  which  went  into 
receivership  on  February  2nd,  is 
to  be  sold  as  a  going  concern.  The 
administrative  receiver,  Jack 
Lewis,  has  kept  on  a  core  staff  of 
20,  and  the  company  "still  has 
contracts  to  fulfil  and  is  fulfilling 
them,"  he  says. 

Natural  Beauty  Products, 
probably  best  known  for  the 
manufacture  and  distribution  of 
Reform  cosmetics,  had  a  staff  of 
80  at  one  time  but  made  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  go  into 
the  franchising  business,  along  the 
lines  of  the  successful  Bodyshop 
operation.  Mr  Lewis  believes  that 
the  core  manufacturing  and 
distribution  business  remains 
viable,  and  current  orders  are 
worth  about  £200,000. 

The  company's  premises  at 
Bridgend  consist  of  warehousing, 
factory  space,  showrooms  and 
offices.  Prospective  purchasers 
should  contact  Mr  Lewis  on  0222 
484641. 

Volvo  deal 
development 

The  terms  of  the  Volvo- 
Procordia-Pharmacia  tie-up 
reported  in  C&D  December  30 
now  allows  the  participation  of  US 
shareholders  in  Pharmacia, 
following  a  US  Securities  and 
Exchange  Commission  order 
which  releases  the  Swedish 
companies  from  some  of  its  rules. 
Previously,  participation  by  US 
shareholders  was  too  complex. 

This  is  the  only  change  in  a 
complex  package  by  which  drinks 
and  foods  company  Procordia 
takes  a  46  per  cent  share  in 
Pharmacia  from  Volvo,  Volvo  gets 
42  per  cent  of  the  shares  in 
Procordia,  and  Procordia's 
pharmaceutical  subsidiary  Kabi 
Vitrum  will  first  co-operate  with, 
then  integrate  with,  Pharmacia. 


A.H.  Robins  to  shut 
down  on  April  1 


A.H.  Robins,  the  latest  acquisition 
by  American  Home  Products 
Corporation,  is  to  cease  operating 
on  April  1. 

The  two  principle  UK 
subsidiaries  of  the  American 
company  are  Wyeth  Laboratories 
and  Whitehall  Laboratories. 
Wyeth's  director  of  marketing 
services,  Mr  Don  Barrett, 
confirmed  that  his  company  will  be 
taking  over  the  marketing  of  A.H. 
Robins'  Prescription  only 
Medicines,  and  that  the  over  the 
counter  medicines  will  be  sold, 
marketed  and  distributed  by 
Whitehall. 


Mr  Barrett  told  C&D:  "A.H. 
Robins'  operations  will  continue 
until  April  1,  at  which  time  the 
merger  will  be  completed. 
"Further  details  will  be  released 
as  they  become  available,"  he 
said. 

Pharmacists  requiring 
information  on  A.H.  Robins' 
ethical  and  veterinary  products 
should  contact  Mr  Barrett  on  0628 
604377,  and  inquiries  about  A.H. 
Robins'  consumer  products,  are 
being  handled  by  Mr  T.  Sheerin, 
national  account  co-ordinator  at 
Whitehall  Laboratories,  on  01-323 
6597. 


illiam  Ransom  expands 


William  Ransom  have  announced 
plans  to  move  to  a  new  purpose 
built  headquarters  in  Biggleswade 
in  1992.  The  company  has  traded 
from  its  current  site  in  Hitchin  for 
almost  150  years,  but  expansion 
plans  have  dictated  the  need  to 
move  to  larger  premises. 

The  seven  acre  site  will 
accommodate  a  new  factory, 
research  laboratories,  a  technical 
services  department,  offices  and 
warehousing,  and  represents  an 
investment  of  *'\e  order  of  £10m. 
■  The  comp  ny's  unaudited 
interim  results  for  the  half  year 
ending  September  30, 1989  show 
a  rise  in  turnover  of  just  £59,000 


over  the  same  period  for  1988, 
bringing  sales  up  to  £2,994,000. 
However,  pre-tax  profits  for  the 
period  have  risen  to  £320,000 
compared  with  £307,000  in  1988 
and  the  directors  have  declared  an 
increased  interim  dividend  of 
£0.525p  per  share  against  0.5p  for 
the  same  period  in  1988. 

Chairman  M.H.  Ransom 
commented  that  improved 
margins  have  resulted  a  change  of 
sales  mix  and  moving  into  new 
areas.  These  include  toieltries  and 
cosmetics,  and  foods  and  drinks. 
However  the  company  remains 
primarily  a  pharmaceutical 
business. 


Pick  Y  mix  cosmetics 


Toiletries  and  cosmetics 
manufacturers  Healthy  Bodycare 
have  moved  into  the  retail  trade 
with  the  opening  of  the  Body  Bar 
in  Liverpool.  The  feature  of  the 
business  is  that  customers  have 
their  cosmetics  made  up  on  the 
spot,  to  suit  their  individual  needs. 

Customers  are  assisted  to 
select  the  formulas  of  their  choice 
from  the  Body  Bar's  range  of  raw 


materials;  details  of  the 
formulations  and  the  treatments 
for  different  skin  and  hair 
conditions  are  provided  in  a 
specially  compiled  manual 
displayed  in  the  shop.  This  also 
allows  customers  to  by  kits  and 
make  up  the  cosmetics  at  home. 

The  company  has  no  plans  to 
turn  the  idea  into  a  franchise 
operation. 


Genentech 
bought  by 
Roche 

Biotechnology  company 
Genentech  is  to  be  taken  over  by 
Roche  Holding  Ltd,  the  parent 
company  of  F.  Hoffmann-La 
Roche. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  deal 
Roche  will  pay  $36  per  share,  a 
premium  of  65  per  cent.  Initially 
Roche  will  pay  $2.1  billion  for 
some  60  per  cent  of  the  Genetech 
stock. 

The  agreed  bid  provides 
Genetech  with  much-needed  long 
term  investment  capital  while 
sheltering  them  from  stockmarket 
pressures.  For  Roche,  the 
agreement  provides  them  with 
entry  to  the  US  pharmaceutical 
industry,  denied  them  when  their 
takeover  bid  for  Sterling  Drug  Inc 
was  lost  to  Eastman  Kodak  early 
in  1988. 

The  founder  and  chief 
executive  of  Genentech,  Robert 
Swanson,  will  move  to  the  role  of 
chairman,  while  president  and 
chief  operating  officer  Mr  G.  Kirk 
Rabb  takes  on  the  role  of  chief 
executive. 

Ibuprofen 
expansion 

One  of  the  two  major  worldwide 
manufacturers  of  ibuprofen,  the 
Ethyl  Corporation,  has  announced 
plans  to  expand  its  production 
capacity  by  the  end  of  the  first 
quarter  of  1991. 

In  anticipation  of  the 
investment  the  US  company  is 
also  expanding  its  sales  team  and 
world  distribution  network. 

The  Ethyl  Corporation  have 
also  announced  plans  to  undertake 
site  studies  for  an  ibuprofen  facility 
to  be  constructed  in  Europe .  "  If  it 
proves  feasible,  the  new- 
European  plant  would  be  built  to 
enhance  our  market  share  in  the 
worldwide  market,"  said 
performance  products  division's 
vice-president  James  J.  Compass. 
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Jenks  Group  targets 
pharmacy  market 


Jenks  Brokerage,  who  are  in  the 
process  of  expanding  from  their 
grocery  marketing  and 
distribution  business  into  the 
pharmacy  world,  have  changed 
their  name  to  the  Jenks  Group. 

Jenks  say  this  is  the  first  in  a 
series  of  steps  they  intend  to  take 
to  carve  out  for  themselves  a 
larger  share  of  the  chemist 
market. 

The  group  currently  covers 
over  5,000  chemists  across  the 
country  and  distributes 
Hermesetas  and  Pulmoll;  they 


also  have  a  tie-up  with  Unichem 
through  a  transfer  order 
arrangement.  Business 
development  director  Richard 
Onion  explains:  "There  is  an 
overlap  between  chemists  and 
groceries  these  days,  and  Jenks 
can  cover  both  ends.  We  are 
putting  a  lot  of  resources  into  the 
chemist  market  and  are  actively 
seeking  new  business  in  that 
area." 

The  Jenks  Group  is  owned  by 
McCormick,  the  herbs  and  spices 
company. 


Seabourne's 
European 
service 

Carriers  Seabourne  Express  have 
launched  a  new  service  for 
delivering  packages  to  Europe 
which  consolidates  deliveries  from 
different  customers  on  a  country 
by  country  basis. 

The  European  Distribution 


BRIEFS 


Janssen  Pharmaceutical  are  entering 
1990  with  some  28  new  products 
in  clinical  research. 

A  full  research  programme  is 
being  carried  out  on  an  anti-viral  of 
possible  use  in  the  common  cold. 
The  drug,  R61837,  was  reported 
successful  against  experimental 
rhinovirus  by  researchers  at  the 
recently-closed  Common  Cold 
Research  Unit  in  Salisbury. 

Small  firms  minister  Tim  Eggar  has 
announced  a  new  guide  to 
Government  help  available  for 
small  firms.  The  guide  lists  all  the 
sources  for  training,  premises, 
exports,  and  the  single  European 
market,  as  well  as  more  general 
areas  of  interest.  '  'Your  guide  to 
Government  help  for  small  firms" 
is  available  free  through  the  Small 
Firms  Service.  Tel:  100  and  ask 
for  Freephone  enterprise. 

Power  Health  Products  have  bought 
the  Banfi  Manex  hair  care 
products  brand.  The  company  is 
now  the  sole  manufacturer  and 
world  distributor  of  the  products. 
Power  Health  Products  already 
manufacturers  a  part  of  the  Banfi 
Manex  range  under  licence,  and 
will  continue  to  manufacture  and 
distribute  their  own  brand  ranges 
of  skin  and  haircare,  and  vitamins 
and  minerals. 


Service  (EDS)  allows  a  customer 
to  call  Seabourne  on  a  daily  basis 
with  a  consignment  destined  for 
almost  anywhere  in  Western 
Europe.  The  company  is  then  able 
to  take  advantage  of  its 
distribution  infrastructure,  which 
covers  some  13  countries 
including  the  UK,  to  consolidate 
consignments  from  a  number  of 
customers.  This  has  the 
advantage  of  saving  the  individual 
customers  money  as  the  cost  of 
deliveries  are  calculated  on  the 
weight  of  each  total  shipment  to  a 
country.  It  should  also  save  time 
and  effort  in  completing  the 
customs  formalities. 

The  company  is  able  to  track 
consignments  individually,  using 
an  on-line  computer  system.  This 
could  allow  some  businesses  to 
apply  the  "just-in-time" 
philosophy  —  producing  and 
sending  stock  as  it  is  needed, 
without  the  need  for  high 
inventories. 


Overdosage 
drug  talks 

Torbet  Laboratories  are 
negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  the 
activated  charcoal  preparation 
Medicoal.  The  product  is 
manufactured  in  Sweden  by 
Pharmacia-Leo  Therapeutics  and 
the  UK  product  licence  is  held  by 
Lundbeck.  The  preparation  is 
used  as  an  emergency  treatment 
in  drug  overdosage .  Torbet  hope 
to  be  able  to  conclude  a  deal  in  the 
next  few  weeks. 


BOH  have  announced  plans  to 
centralise  their  distribution 
system.  Instead  of  operating  from 
seven  depots  across  the  country 
the  company  is  going  to  build  a 
£10m  customer  services  centre  in 
the  Midlands,  opening  in  1991 . 


COMING  EVENT 


RPSGB  holds 
quo  vadis 
meeting  in 
Dundee 

An  evening  meeting  will  be  held  by 
the  Scottish  department,  RPSGB 
in  association  with  the  Dundee  and 
Eastern  Scottish  Branch  on 
Thursday  22nd  February,  1990  at 
7.45pm  at  Ninewells  Hospital, 
Dundee. 

Mrs  Dorothy  Anderson, 
principal  pharmacist,  Drug 
Information  Service,  Royal 
Infirmary  of  Edinburgh  will 
address  the  question:  "Quo 
vadis? ' '  and  describe  a  View  Data 
Drug  Information  System  for 
Health  Care  Professionals  in  the 
1990's.  VADIS  is  designed  to  be 
an  up-to-date  and  easy-to-use 
information  system  which  will 
assist  pharmacists  in  their 
extended  advisory  role. 
Members,  guests  and  students 
are  welcome. 


National  Spot 
Week 

Lederle  are  sponsoring  National 
Spot  Week,  from  March  5-9. 
They  aim  to  dispel  the  common 
myths,  and  emphasise  the 
importance  of  early  treatment, 
with  effective  products.  A  helpline 
with  pre-recorded  information, 
will  be  operational  throughout  the 
week,  and  posters  will  be  on 
display  in  doctors'  waiting  rooms. 
Pharmacists  can  obtain  supplies  of 
a  booklet ' ' Understanding  acne ' ' , 
from  Understanding  Acne  Booklet 
Supplies,  PO  Box 277,  Perm,  High 
Wycombe,  Bucks  HP10  8DE. 


Bucks  LPC 
confers 

The  annual  conference  of  the 
Buckinghamshire  LPC  will  be  held 
in  the  Pavilion,  The  Bell,  Aston 
Clinton  on  March  11.  All 
community  pharmacists  working 
in  the  area  are  invited. 

The  morning  session  will  be 
taken  by  Mr  Jeremy  Clitherow,  a 
community  pharmacist  from 
Merseyside,  who  will  talk  on  the 
"Extended  role  and  the  way 
forward".  In  the  afternoon,  Mr 
Mike  Gaffney,  the  newly 
appointed  General  Manager  of 
Buckinghamshire  FPC  will  talk  on 


"The  Management  of  Change 
Lunch  will  be  provided  free  oj 
charge. 

Acknowledgement  slips  ara 
available  from  Mrs  J.Y.  Westhoff] 
15  Mount  Way,  Princes 
Risborough,  Aylesbury,  HPVi 
9BQ,  and  must  be  returned  b) 
February  24. 


Monday,  February  12 

Eastbourne  Branch,  RPSGB.  Visil 
to  the  Esperance  Private  Hospital. 
Details  from  Mr  P.R.  Anson  oii 
761321. 

Southampton  Branch,  RPSGB. 

Postgraduate  centre,  Southampton 
General  Hospital  at  7.30pm. 
"Practical  herbal  medicine" ,  by  Janet 
Hicks. 


Tuesday,  February  13 

Ayrshire    Branch,  RPSGB.j 

Piersland  House  Hotel,  Troon,  al 
8pm.  "Contact  Lenses  and  contact] 
lens  care " ,  by  Dr  G .  Hopkins . 
Fife  Branch,  RPSGB.  Anthony's 
Hotel,  West  Albert  Road,  Kirkcaldy, 
at  7.45pm.  "Wound  dressings",  by  Dr 
S.  Thomas,  principal  pharmacist, 
Bridgend  General  Hospital.  Buffet 
sponsored  by  Convatec. 
Lanarkshire  Branch,  RPSGB 
The  Old  Mill  Hotel,  Motherwell,  at 
8pm.  A  talk  by  Mr  Ian  Caldwell, 
member  of  Council. 
Leicestershire  Branch,  RPSGB 
Branch  meal,  at  7.30pm.  Details  from 
Malcolm  Qualie  on  0533  541414. 
Isle  of  Wight  Branch,  RPSGB. 
Postgraduate  centre,  at  7.30pm.  Joint 
meeting  with  The  Medical  Club. 
"Road  show"  with  medical  and 
pharmaceutical  antiques,  hosted  by  Mr 
W.  Jackson.  Buffet  provided. 

Thursday,  February  15 

Bath  Branch,  RPSGB.  School  of 
Pharmacy  and  Pharmacology,  Bath,  at 
8pm.  "Stoma  care  —  current  trends 
and  developments" ,  by  sister  Shirley 
Allen. 

Cardiff  Branch,  RPSGB.  Pharmacy 
lecture  theatre,  Redwood  Building  at 
7.30.  Presidential  address  by  Mrs 
Marion  Rawlings.  Joint  meeting  with 
WPSA,  sponsored  by  Vestric  and 
Evans  Medical. 
Lancaster  Branch,  RPSGB.  Elms 
Hotel,  Bare,  Morecambe,  at  8pm. 
Talk  by  Mr  Peter  Curphey ,  member  of 
Council. 

South  Staffordshire  Branch, 
RPSGB.  Course  No  Ll.CE,  at  Stowe 
House,  Lichfield,  at  7.30pni.  "The 
role  of  the  community  pharmacist  in 
providing  services  to  residential 
homes". 

Weald  of  Kent  Branch,  RPSGB. 

Postgraduate  centre,  Kent  &  Sussex 
Hospital,  Tunbridge  Wells,  at  7.45pm. 
"Adverse  drug  reactions",  by  Mr 
B.W.  Burt.  Chelsea  school  of 
pharmacy. 

Wirral      Branch,  RPSGB. 

Postgraduate  centre,  Clatterbridge 
Hospital,  at  8pm.  Joint  meeting  with 
Wirral  Dentists,  sponsored  by  Addis. 

Advance  information 

Financial  Times  "World 
pharmaceuticals  conference",  at  the 
London  Royal  Garden  Hotel  on  March 
26-27.  Research,  innovation  and 
productivity  will  be  the  themes  for  the 
first  day,  and  marketing  strategies  on 
the  second.  Registration  fee  is 
£632.50.  Details  from  conference 
organisers  on  01-925  2323. 
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APPOINTMENTS 


Wandsworth  Health  Authority  -  St.  George's  Hospital 

PHARMACY  STORES  MANAGER 

GRADE  MT3  +  London  Weighting  Allowance  £1,580 

We  are  looking  for  someone  with  a  background  in 
Hospital  Pharmacy  or  Stores  Operations  to  run 
our  Central  Pharmacy  Stores,  (CPS). 

CPS  undertake  the  purchase,  storage  and  supply 
of  Pharmaceutical  Products  for  all  the  Pharmacies 

in  Wandsworth  Health  Authority.  It  is  also 
responsible  for  supplies  to  Community  Clinics  and 
Health  Centres.  The  functions  of  CPS  are 
integrated  through  the  District  wide  JAC 
Computer  System.  All  necessary  training  will  be 
provided. 

For  further  information  please  contact:  R.  Sinclair, 
District  Pharmacy  on  01-784  2571.  Job  description 
and  application  forms  are  available  from  District 
Personnel  Department,  1st  Floor,  Grosvenor 
Wing,  St  George's  Hospital,  Blackshaw  Road, 
London.  SW17  OQT.  Or  telephone  01-784  2608 
(24  hr  ansaphone)  quoting  reference  Rl/6. 

Closing  Date:  23.2.90 
AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITIES  EMPLOYER 


CORBY,  PRESTON 


B0LD0N,  HIGH  WYCOMBE 


(maternity  leave) 

MOSS  CHEMISTS  require  a  manager  for  their  pharmacy  within  Asda.  Phoenix 
Centre.  Corby,  North  Road.  Boldon,  Fulwood,  Preston  and  Holmers  Farm  Way.  High 
Wycombe 

Applicants  welcomed  from  experienced  or  newly  registered  Pharmacists  as 
comprehensive  training  would  be  given  Suitable  applicants  must  be  clearly 
committed  to  patient  counselling,  combining  their  pharmaceutical  and 
communication  skills  in  a  branch  which  concentrates  heavily  on  medicines,  health 
and  perfume  and  cosmetic  ranges 

We  offer  superb  working  conditions  and  many  benefits  including  good  salary, 
flexible  working  hours.  PPP  membership,  pension  scheme  etc 


MOSS 

CHEMISTS 


Please  apply  with  full  CV  to 

Mr  B  M  Andrews,   MRPharms,  Moss 

Chemists,  Fern  Grove,  Feltham,  Middlesex, 

TW149BD 


DEVELOPMENT 
FORMULATOR 

Attractive  Salary  +  Benefits        North  West 

Kerfoot  Pharmaceuticals  is  envied  for  its  extensive  range  of  high 
quality  generic  and  OTC  products.  Formulation  Development 
plays  a  key  role  in  extending  this  range  through  on  site 
manufacture. 

We  have  an  opportunity  ideally  for  an  experienced  Development 
Formulator,  probably  aged  in  their  late  twenties,  who  will  become 
involved  in: 

•  Formulation  and  Process  Development 

•  Scale  up  from  Pilot  Plant 

•  In-process  trouble  shooting 

•  Investigation  of  new  methods  of  manufacture/equipment 

Applicants  should  be  Pharmacists,  Scientists  or  holders  of  the 
HND  in  Science  of  Medicinal  &  Cosmetic  Products.  Recent 
graduates  and  part-time  job  sharers  will  also  be  considered. 

The  market  for  generic  pharmaceuticals  is  rapidly  expanding, 
leading  to  an  exciting  and  interesting  opportunity  with  an  attractive 
salary,  medical  insurance  and  a  pension  scheme. 

Please  write  or  telephone  for  an  application  form  to: 
Mr  C  Ogden,  Personnel  Director,  Thomas  Kerfoot  &  Co 
Ltd,  Vale  of  Bardslev,  Ashton-under-Lvne,  Lancashire 
OL7  9RR.  Tel:  061-330  4531. 


K\  Kerfoot 

^— V  Pharmaceuticals 


DISTRIBUTORS  REQUIRED 

One  of  Europe's  leading  manufacturers  of  medical 
packaging  wishes  to  appoint  distributors  with  the 
capability  to  operate  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Please  contact: 
Mr  P.H.  King,  Managing  Director 
Anpak  Limited,  Eastways  Industrial  Park 
Witham,  Essex  CM8  3YR 
Tel:  0376  518649 
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LABELS 


LABELLING  SYSTEMS 


14  Dtf  $ 


ma® 


OR  HO 
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°FFER  MAINLAND  ONLV 


LABELLING  SYSTEMS 


SYSTEMS 

EXPERIENCE  COUNTS 

TIME  FOR  A  CHANGE  OF  SYSTEM? 
BUT  PRICES  ARE  TOO  HIGH  OR 

QUALITY  IS  TOO  LOW 
TRY  US  FOR  AN  ALTERNATIVE 

1st  FLOOR  OFFICES 
113  TOWNGATE,  LEYLAND 

PRESTON  PR5 1LQ. 
TEL:  0772  622839/622841 
FAX:  0772  622879 


SHADOW  LABELLING  S 9995 


SHADOW  PLUS  /19995 


PATIENT  RECORDS  /29995 


PATIENT  RECORDS  PLUS  /39995 


SHADOW  CONTROL  DOSAGE 


SHADOW  HOSPITAL  /24995 


COMPLETE  PATIENT  RECORDS  SYSTEM /1,395s 


tor  your  nursing  home  business1 


S 


SOFT 

a  division  of  Image  Micro  Systems  Ltd 


27  Waterloo  Place 
Leamington  Spa 
CV32  5 LA 
'0926; 336485 


.  hardware  m  software 


PRODUCTS  &  SERVICES 


ORALABEL  PC 

The  Ultimate  in  pharmacy  systems..." 

*  Versatile,  uncomplicated  labelling. 

*  Quickly  updated  patient  records. 

*  Full  BNF  warnings.  *  Latin  dosages. 

*  Unique  "owings  book"  facility. 

*  Complete  systems  or  software  only. 

For  leaflets  or  a  demonstration,  phone  or  write 


Computer  Systems  Limited 


Village  Workshops,  Prestwich,  Manchester,  M25  8WB 
Tel:  061  773  7909 


101/90 


had  no  idea  ONE computer  could  do  BOTH  PMRand  EPoS" 

Our  professional  PMR  and  EPoS  systems 
may  be  run  on  separate  computers  or,  for 
maximum  cost  effectiveness,on  one  computer 
FOR  FULL  DETAILS  CONTACT  US  ON... 

(042-128)3222 

14a  High  Street, Lynd hurst, 
Hants.S043  7BD 


^.MiiiiSSf 

5     3 1  8  8  5"0  0  9  5  1  1  1 


John  nicltardsom 
Computer!  iftf 


►  In  Pharmacy  Labelling 

►  In  Auto-Order  Stock  Control 

►  In  Customer  Service 
In  Systems  Development 

Full  patient  records  with  drug  interactions 

FREEPOST,  Preston  PR5  6BR  Telephone:  (0772)  323763 


SHOPFITTINGS 


LUX 


TO  ADVERTISE  IN  LABELLING 
SYSTEMS  CALL 
SHELLEY  ON  0732  364422 
EXT  472 


LINE 


LUXLINE 

the  specialists  in  pharmacy 
shopfitting  design  and  construction 

8  Commerce  Way,  Leighton  Buzzard,  Bedfordshire 
Telephone:  (0525)  381356  Fax:  (0525)  382761 
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STOCK  FOR  SALE 


o 
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PHARMACY  PLANNING 


Approved 


SPECIALIST  SHOPFITTING 
AND  DESIGN  FOR  TODA  YS 
PHARMACIST 


COMPETITIVE  PRICES  -  NATIONWIDE  SERVICE  -  INCREASED  TURNOVER  -  SHOWROOM 

YORKLINE  SHOPFITTERS  LTD 
Nordia  House 

Seacroft  Industrial  Estate  •  Coal  Road  •  Leeds  •  LS14  2AW 
Telephone:  (0532)  734721;  Fax:  (0532)  651387 


aApeils  Systems  Ltd 


imdasch 

Fama 


Unit  P,  Kingsway  Trading  Estate 
Kingsway,  Luton,  Beds  LU1  1  LP 
Telephone  Luton  (0582)  4571  1 1 


w 

Approved 

mm  NATIONAL 
HAS  ASSOCIATION 
■■  SHOPFITTERS 


Shopfitting  styles 
for  modern  selling 

★  Competitive  prices 

★  Attractive  designs         ★  Dispensary  fittings 

★  Unsurpassed  quality       ★  Incredible  space  saving 


Webb  Shopfitters  Ltd 

offer  the  following  services 
Shelving,  Display  Fittings,  Made  to  Measure  Counters  and  Showcases,  Card  Units, 
Suspended  Ceilings,  Floors,  Fronts,  Shutters.  All  types  of  Signs,  Decorative  and 
Modernisation  Works.  The  Complete  Shopfitting  Service. 
For  a  fast  reliable  competitive  job  telephone 
PAUL  WEBB  ON  HIGH  WYCOMBE  0494-716516 
24  HOUR  ANSWER  SERVICE 


STOCK  FOR  SALE 


Al  PHARMACEUTICALS 
SPECIAL  OFFERS 


PRODUCT 

SUPER  25 
Anti  Smoking  Filters 

DENTEMP 
Temp  Tooth  Filling  Mix 
DIGITAL  THERMOMETER 
DS175  DIGITAL  BP  MONITOR 
Fully  Automatic  with  Printer 
DS1 15  DIGITAL  BP  MONITOR 
Auto  Deflate 
NATURAL  SPONGE 
Medium  Size  5"  Wide 


OUTER    COST  RRP 


36  PCS  £21 


12  PCS 


£20.88 
£4.50 


£85.00  £115.00 


£2.99 
£6.95 


£35.00 


£3.95 


£2.20 

BONUS  -  BUY  12  GET  3  FREE 
SUPER  25 -BUY  4  GET  1  FREE 


AGENTS 


also  required  most  areas  including  London,  excellent 
terms. 

A1  PHARMACEUTICALS,  7  STATION  RD,  PENGE, 
LONDON  SE20. 

TEL:  01  -659  9496;  FAX:  01  -676  8467. 


PRICE  LABELS  —  FAST 

MOST  POPULAR  SIZES.  QUALITY  PRODUCTS. 


Plain 


21x12       Box  of  50,000  labels, 
White  or  Coloured 
Plain  or  Stock 
PR-Pnnts 


£35.00  per  box  +  VAT 
26x12  POST  FREE 


Special  offer  —  Buy  3  Boxes  Price  Labeller  Free 


YOUR  NAME 


21x12       Box  of  50,000  labels, 
White  or  Coloured 
Printed  with  your 
name  etc 


Printed 


YOUR  NAME 


26x12 


£48.00  per  box  +  VAT 
POST  FREE 


Special  offer  —  Buy  3  Boxes  Price  Labeller  Free 


DISPENSING  LABELS  ALSO  AVAILABLE 

SPECIAL 


DISCOUNT 

STOCKS  LIMITED 

ON  ABOVE  ITEMS 
TO  ALL  CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 
CUSTOMERS 

CALL  0282  58701  NOW!! 


EXPRESS  LABEL  CO  LTD 
290  Briercliffe  Road,  Lanehead, 
Burnley,  Lanes 
Tel:  (0282)  58701 


HEMIST  &  DRUGGIST  10  FEBRUARY  1990 


217 


OUT  PEOPLE 


Wells  join 
ASA  Council 

John  Wells  executive  director  of 
the  Proprietary  Association  of 
Great  Britain,  has  joined  the 
Council  of  the  Advertising 
Standards  Authority. 

ASA  chairman  Lord 
McGregor,  in  welcoming  him  to 
his  first  Council  meeting  on 
February  2  said:  "We  are 
fortunate  that  Mr  Wells  is 
prepared  to  renew  his 
contribution  to  the  work  of  the 
Authority.  His  long  and  close 
involvement  with  self-regulation 
over  the  years  proved  invaluable 
to  the  Committee  of  Advertising 
Practice,  of  which  he  was 
chairman  in  1988  and  1989. 
Council  will  be  greatly  assisted  by 
his  knowledge  of  the  advertising 


industry  and  of  the  attitudes 
towards  it  prevalent  in  the 
European  Community" . 

The  ASA  has  overall 
responsibility  for  standards  of 
advertising  in  all  non-broadcast 
media. 


PSNC  and  LPC  elections 
1990  —  voting  papers 
issued 


Voting  papers  are  now  being 
issued  for  PSNC,  LPC  pharmacist 
contractor,  and  LPC  employee 
pharmacist  elections. 

Non  CCA/Co-op  pharmacist 
contractors  in  the  regions  where 
PSNC  elections  are  taking  place 
(Trent,  SW  Thames  and  West 
Midlands)  should  receive  a  blue 
voting  paper  early  next  week. 

Elections  for  LPC  pharmacist 
contractor  representatives  are 
being  held  in: 

Avon,  Beds.  Birmingham,  Bury, 
Cheshire,  Croydon,  Derby,  Dudley, 
Durham,  Glamorgan  West,  Gloucs, 
Lanes,  Norfolk,  Oldham,  Salford, 
Sefton,  and  Tameside. 

Non  CCA/Co-op  pharmacist 
contractors  should  receive  a  pink 
voting  paper  early  next  week. 
Again  any  contractor  who  has  not 
received  a  voting  paper  should 
contact  PSNC. 

Elections    for  employee 


pharmacists  are  being  held  in: 
Barking  Havering  &  Brentwood, 
Birmingham,  Bolton,  Bucks, 
Cheshire,  Clwyd,  Coventry,  Croydon, 
Derby,  Devon,  Dudley,  Glamorgan 
South,  Glamorgan  West,  Gloucs, 
Herts,  Humberside,  Lanes,  Leeds, 
Lines,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Notts, 
Oxfordshire,  Salford,  Sefton, 
Shropshire,  Somerset,  Staffs,  Sussex 
West,  Trafford,  Wakefield, 
Warwickshire,  Wilts,  Wolverhampton, 
and  Yorkshire  North. 

Voting  papers  (yellow)  are  only 
being  sent  to  those  employee 
pharmacists  who  either  registered 
directly  with  PSNC  or  were 
notified  to  PSNC  by  the  LPC. 

Voting  papers  are  to  be 
returned  to  the  Electoral  Reform 
Society,  (Ballot  Services 
Department),  6  Chancel  Street, 
London  SE1  9YP  in  the  reply  paid 
envelope  provided  by  12  noon  on 
February  23.  Results  will  be 
declared  on  or  before  March  16. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Business  as 
usual 


Zachary  Goldring,  37,  has  joined 
Chemist  &  Druggist  as  Business 
Editor. 

Mr  Goldring,  who  holds 
degrees  in  economics  and 
science,  has  written  for  a  variety 
of  business  and  industrial 
magazines  on  technical,  business, 
management  and  financial  topics. 


Omron  Terminals  (UK)  have  appointed 
Nick  Kerridge  general  sales 
manager  with  responsibility  for 
co-ordinating  the  company's  sales 
divisions.  Mr  Kerridge  joined 
Omron  five  months  ago  from 
Carnell,  an  ICL  systems  house 
involved  with  distributive 
systems. 

Glaxo  Holdings  pic  have  appointed  Dr 
Charles  A.  Sanders  and  Hiroshi 
Konishi  as  executive  directors.  Dr 
Sanders  remains  chief  executive 
officer  of  Glaxo  Inc,  the  group's 
US  subsidiary,  and  Mr  Konishi 
continues  as  representative 
director  president  of  Nippon 
Glaxo  Ltd  and  as  a  director  of 
Glaxo-Sankyo  Ltd,  the  group's 
associated  companies  in  Japan. 
They  become  Glaxo  Holdings 
managing  directors  with 
responsibility  for  North  America 
andjapan,  respectively. 

AAH  Pharmaceuticals  have  appointed 
two  new  managers.  Mike  Taras, 
35,  is  the  new  manager  at 
Footscray,  Kent,  moving  from  the 
company's  Ipswich  branch.  Rob 
Danton  has  been  appointed 
manager  at  Ipswich;  he  was 
previously  assistant  branch 
manager  at  Enfield. 
Macarthy  Medical  have  appointed 
three  new  sales  representatives 
to  work  from  their  Weedon  depot. 
Mark  Lovell  will  cover  the  South 
West;  Peter  Bulpit  will  serve 
Berkshire,  Oxfordshire  and 
Buckinghamshire;  and  Sean 
Sutton's  territory  will  be 
Northampton  and  the  Midlands. 


DEATH 


Frost:  Mr  John  Frost,  of  14 
Driffold,  Sutton  Coldfield,  died  on 
January  27,  1990.  He  studied 
pharmacy  at  Nottingham,  and 
registered  in  1923.  Mr  Frost's 
daughter.  Cicely,  a  pharmacist  and 
chairman  of  John  Frost  Ltd, 
writes:  "Between  1925  and  1934, 
my  father  owned  three 
pharmacies,  before  opening  the 
Parade  pharmacy  in  Sutton 
Coldfield  in  1937  which  has 
become  well  known  as  a 
photographic  chemist.  In  1957,  he 
formed  a  limited  company,  and  the 
group  now  includes  two  more 
pharmacies. 


He  took  a  keen  interest  in  local 
pharmacy  and  non-pharmacy 
events.  He  was  on  the  Warwick 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  during 
the  1930s  and  40s,  and  was  a  keen 
member  of  the  Birmingham 
Pharmaceutical  Golfing  Society. 
In  1937,  he  founded  the  Sutton 
Coldfield  Photographic  Society 
and  was  involved  in  their  golden 
jubilee  celebrations  last  year. 

His  son-in-law,  David  Gale,  is 
joint  managing  director;  one 
grandson  Austin,  runs  the 
photographic  side  of  the  company, 
and  the  other,  Stuart,  is  in  his 
second  year  studying  pharmacy." 
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ST    TL    CG  SHORT 


It's  what  Retail  Pharmacists  rin 


when  they  fit  Be 


PRESCRIPTIONS 


J.M.  Lawrence  Pharmacy,  fork,  North  Yorkshire. 


BRANCHES     BILLINGSHURST,   MANCHESTER.  SCOTLAND 
F 0  R   NORTHERN   IRELAND   CONTACT   (0  2  3  2)   6  61200 
FOR   SOUTHERN   IRELAND   CONTACT   (0  0  01)   7  8  3  0  J  J 


If  you're  going  to  invest  in  your 
results  -  and  fast! 


Tried,  tested,  proven,  Beanstalk  delivers  greater  sales  and 
greater  profit  opportunities  by  making  your  sales  and 
display  areas  more  spacious  and  more  tempting,  and  your 
dispensary  area  more  efficient. 

Which  in  turn  leads  to  more  customers,  more  purchases, 
and  more  repeat  custom.  Not  to  mention  a  better  service  for 
those  customers. 

So  isn't  it  time  you  reaped  the  benefits  of  our  35  years 
experience  of  transforming  retail  businesses.  Our  nationwide 
network  of  professional  consultants  offer  a  free  store  layout 
and  planning  service...  you'll  find  their  experience  of  your 
profession  and  their  advice  on  ways  of  making  your 
pharmacy  business  more  profitable  absolutely  priceless. 

Call  us  now  on  (0243)  7881 1 1  (24  hrs)  or  'Freepost'  the 
coupon  below  to  find  out  more  and  to  receive  our  free 
colour  brochure. 

Leasing  available. 

Fast,  efficient  delivery  and  installation  from  nationwide 
branches. 


BEANSTALK 
THE    PROFESSIONAL    APPROACH  TO 
MORE    PROFITABLE  RETAILING 


I'd  like  to  ring  up  more  sales  -  please  send  me  more 
information  on  Beanstalk 

Name  

Trading  as  

Address 


Telephone 


Beanstalk  Ltd,  FREEPOST.  Chichester,  West  Sussex.  POI9  2TZ 
Tel.  (0243)  788 1 1 1  24hrs. 


CD/10/2 


L 


Coerytkuuf'i 


IN  HEALTH  HOME  &  BEAUTY 


FREE  ANADIN  PRIZE  DRAW  TWO  CAR  PHONES  MUST 
BE  WON.  SEE  ENTRY  FORMS  AT  YOUR  NURDIN  AND 
PEACOCK  BRANCH' 


EXCLUSIVE  TO  N&P 


1  x  Counter  Pack 


9.79 


PLUS  20ml  EXTRA  FREE 

12  x  170ml 

P.G.  1 .26  P.O.R.  24.8% 


9.89 


'il  ,  I    ,i  ' 

6  x  225ml 

P.G.  1.59  P.O.R.  30.2% 

PALMOLIVE 
SHAVE-FOAA/I 


PLUS  25ml  EXTRA  FREE 


12  x  225ml 

P.G.  95p  P.O.R.  27.5% 

AJAX  CREAM 
OUTDOOR/ 
EMOIM  FK'fSSH 

6  x  250ml 

P.G.  49p  P.O.R.  33.9% 


5.79 


7.19 


1.69 


Feeling 


Offers  available  from  12-2-90  till  2-3-90 

ALL  OFFERS  SUBJECT  TO  AVAILABILITY  AND  VA.T.  WHERE  APPLICABLE 
P.G.  =  PRICE  GUIDE 
R.P.M.  =  RETAIL  PRICE  MAINTAINED 


nurdiN  ^Peacock 

Voted  Britain's  No  1  Cash  &  Carry. 


Th  frS52?Si!?i?SSble    Wholesalers  not  supplied    For  details  of  your  local  branch  phone  01-63 1  5269 


